
St. Matthew’s Messenger 
April 2018 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, N.J. 08534 

To receive the monthly Messenger and other announcements please contact Pam at 
admin@stmatthewspennington.org or phone us at 609-737-0985. The Church is open for prayer and 
meditation during parish office hours (See below) 

OFFICE HOURS 

   Mon 9:30-3:30 
   Tue 9:30-2:30 
   Wed 9:30-3:30 
   Th 9:30-2:30 

     Fri  9:00-12:00 

Church Office will close on Monday, April 2nd 

Office will reopen on Tuesday, April 3rd 

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Service times are at 8 and 10 AM for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist,  



The True Meaning of “Rummaging” (Wardens and Rectors Corner) 

Admittedly, in the years before we became congregants of St. Matthew’s, I had not had much exposure 
to Rummage sales.  Dictionary.com defines the word rummage as a verb meaning “to search 
unsystematically and untidily through a mass or receptacle.”  I’ll accept that.  But now, having 
volunteered and shopped at number of St. Matthew’s Rummage Sales throughout the years, I have 
additional thoughts on the meaning of this word. It means so much more. 

To “rummage” at St. Matthew’s is to: work in a spirit of cooperation and compassion with others who 
strive to find treasures amidst the dust and to sell gently used items to others at very reasonable prices 
(e.g., the $5 bag sale); to dig through spider-webbed attics, garages, basements and other “welcoming” 
spaces to gather items for donation so that they may be repurposed, reused and “re-loved”; to cultivate 
multigenerational relationships and ongoing friendships, and to make new friends with parishioners 
and visitors; to welcome and to offer hospitality to others into our building whom we otherwise might 
not encounter or get to know; and to humbly roll up one’s sleeves to make a difference, by raising 
funds for mission and outreach (a portion of the funds raised through St. Matthew’s Rummage Sales is 
donated to the St. Matthew’s Preschool scholarship fund and to support a student at El Hogar in 
Honduras).  

When I rummage, I am grateful for those who brought this special outreach initiative to us, 
parishioners who taught us how to rummage and by doing so to serve both our parish family and our 
broader community with compassion and love. I think of those whom I‘ve been fortunate enough to 
visit with, to become acquainted with and to share stories with over the years.  Folding donated clothes 
and items in the children’s section, I have reminisced with others about little 
bassinets/shirts/pants/pajamas that my children used/wore and the memories associated with them.  
I’ve parted (somewhat happily) with toys that were now age inappropriate for them and have imagined 
them going to some other child to be further enjoyed.  In return, I’ve had the privilege to learn about 
my co-worker’s families and life experiences via their donations and their stories, and to learn of their 
hopes and dreams.   

And oh, the things that we’ve become the beneficiaries of over the years – board games, sports gear, 
bikes, sparkly cowgirl boots, a desk, a great double stroller for my twin nephews, and the list goes on!  
For my children, who would try own countless dresses/soccer cleats/snow boots/necklaces, etc., and 
would sometimes parade in front the mirror in them, items were deemed to be of a much greater value 
when a fellow rummager would exclaim, “oh, that belonged to my boy/girl; it was his/her favorite” 
which made them feel so grown up.  What fun! For them and for me. 

About two years ago, I purchased a baking dish donated by a young adult son who had just lost his 
mother to cancer.  I remember watching him as he unloaded carsful of items, like the dishes on which 
she served him his childhood meals and artwork that once hung on their walls. I prayed for him, as I 
knew how difficult it must have been to part with some of those items and to grieve the loss of his 
loved one.  Every time I prepare a meal in that dish, which I truly cherish like it is my own family 
heirloom, I feel honored to do so.     

At the 234th Convention of the Diocese of New Jersey, held earlier this month, the Right Reverend 
William H. Stokes, 12th Bishop of New Jersey, reflected upon “The Five Marks of Mission” and the 
ways in which the churches in our diocese are working to meet the goals set forth by them.  The Marks 
of Mission, developed by the Anglican Consultative Council between 1984 and 1990, have won wide 
acceptance among Anglicans, and have given parishes and dioceses around the world a practical and 
memorable "checklist" for mission activities. They are as follows: 



• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

• To teach, baptize and nurture new believers

• To respond to human need by loving service

• To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and to pursue
peace and reconciliation

• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth

In reviewing the Bishop’s comments, I could not help but ponder how our “rummaging” helps us to 
strive to meet some of these goals.  Whenever we gather in Jesus’ name, to do work that fosters the 
spirit of his teachings, we are proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom. In recent years, the 
Episcopal church found new and creative ways to make connections beyond our walls, such as “Ashes 
to Go,” or in this case, to welcome folks into our midst who might live “just up the way” but in a 
manner that is quite different than our own way of living. We are aiming to become a more “missional 
culture,” one that reflects the lessons learned through Jesus’ parables.   

Through our rummage sales and other events in which we engage, we are working to respond to 
human need by loving service, as we seek to welcome others in the name of love and, while doing so, 
to love one another.  We are also striving to care for our environment or to safeguard the integrity of 
creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth by following those all-important “Rs” of 
reducing, reusing and recycling.  Did you know – all donated items which are textiles and are too 
damaged/stained to sell are donated to the Hopewell Valley Regional School District’s Textile Drive, 
which benefits the PTOs of the school district? These items are then recycled and used again in another 
form. 

When discussing mark #3 (third bullet), Bishop Stokes mentioned the following passage from 
scripture:  

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith 
save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of 
that? So, faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. (James 2:14-17) 

When we rummage, I feel that we are putting our faith into practice in a meaningful way. No, 
rummaging through, well, rummage, is not everyone’s cup of tea, and that’s ok.  Come and hang out 
anyway and offer encouragement.  You’ll be glad you did.  I, for one, am gleefully looking forward to 
another opportunity to dig together through the boxes, bags and the dust as we unearth some amazing 
treasures.

This year’s Spring Rummage Sale runs from April 29-May 5.  Please see the section of this newsletter 
on the Rummage Sale for more details. 

-Debbie Linthorst



RUMMAGE SALE 

DECLUTTER AND LIVE SIMPLER 
(AND GET READY TO RUMMAGE)

St. Matts Spring Rummage Sale!

The idea of living a simplified, uncluttered life with less stuff sounds attractive to many. Consider the 
benefits of owning fewer possessions: less to clean, less debt, less to organize, less stress, more money 
and energy for the people in your life and your greatest passions.  Here are few tips that might help you 
along the way. 

• Take the 12-12-12 challenge:  Find 12 items to throw away, 12 items to donate and 12 items to return
to their proper location.

• Find an item a day:  Find one item a day to donate, recycle or throw away.  365 days later you have a
lot less stuff lying around.

• Use the Penicillin Method:  Start with one small area and completely declutter it.  From that point
forward, let no clutter accumulate there.  Move on from location to location treating each as if they
were inoculated with Penicillin so that no clutter can regrow in those areas.

The St. Matthew’s Rummage Sale is the perfect place to donate your clutter that could be used
productively by others.  Setup and collection begins April 29th.  Call or email Amanda Morrison if you
have any questions or would like to volunteer.  609-468-3434 or amandamorrison2008@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
April 1 Easter Sunday    
April 2     Church Office Closed Easter Monday 

8:30am Lectionary Bible Study, chapel 
10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Classes, Belmont Hall 

April 3 9:30am Bible Study 
1:30-4:15pm, conversations with Rev. Joanne Izzo 

April 9 8:30am Lectionary Bible Study, chapel 
10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Classes, Belmont Hall 

April 11 Bake Sale 
April 14 9:00 Kairos Teachers breakfast and reflection

Hymn Marathon 10am-7pm 
April 15  1l:30am Sermon Reflection in Chapel 

11:30am Kairos 2nd Grade Eucharist instruction 
April 16 8:30am Lectionary Bible Study 

10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Classes, Belmont Hall 
7:30pm Vestry Meeting 

April 18 Ladies Luncheon 



April 19 Articles for May’s Newsletter Due 
April 21 9:00 Kairos Parents breakfast and reflection 
April 22 11:30am Kairos 2nd Grade Eucharist Instruction 

5pm LOGOS 
April 23 8:30am Lectionary Bible Study, chapel 

10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Classes, Belmont Hall 

April 24 7 – 8:30pm Episcopal Essentials, Library 
April 26 10am Book Club 
April 27  Publication of May’s Newsletter 
April 28 Listening session with the Rev. Joanne Izzo 
April 29 10am Kairos Family Worship Service 
April 30 8:30am Lectionary Bible Study, chapel 

10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Classes, Belmont Hall 

LOOKING FOR LECTORS AND SUB-DEACONS 
St. Matthews is in need of parishioners to serve as lectors and sub-deacons, especially at the 8 a.m. 
service. Lectors read the First Lesson and the Prayers of the People; sub deacons read the Psalm and 
the Epistle and assist with Communion.  If you have any interest in participating in this important 
ministry, please contact Rev. Barbara Briggs at rector@StMatthewsPennington.org or Tom Bruhl at 
tbruhl@embarqmail.com. 

ADULT CLASS: EPISCOPAL ESSENTIALS AND CHRISTIAN PRACTICES for those who 
wish to deepen, renew or discover the richness of our Episcopal identity and Christian hope. Bring 
your curious friends. Tuesday evenings beginning on April 24 at 7PM. Email or call the office to 
register. OR, sign up online
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094eafa722a4fe3-episcopal

ALTAR GUILD
Altar Guild is looking for new members.  If you have an interest in 
being part of the group working "behind the scenes" to prepare the 
Lord's Table for our worship services, please contact Elizabeth 
McGuire at 609-737-1776, elizabeth.davis.mcguire@gmail.com or Sue 
Nelson at 609-397-9021, sue.nelson929@gmail.com

BOOK CLUB 

Father Melancholy's Daughter, by Gail Godwin
April 26, Thursday Library 10:00 am 

This book is widely recognized as one of the author's most poignant and 
accomplished novels -- a bittersweet and ultimately transcendent story of a young 
girl's devotion to her father, the Episcopal rector of a small Virginia church, and 
of the hope, dreams, and love that sustain them both in the wake of the betrayal 
and tragedy that diminished their family



KAIROS 
It is hard to imagine not having Lori here after May 31 to guide, nurture, and love us all. She has given 
us an amazing legacy and we want to carry that forward into our future together. What has your 
experience in Kairos been like?
A Kairos teachers’ breakfast will be held on April 14 at 9:00 to express our appreciation for Lori 
and for our Kairos program, and share our hopes for the children and families in Kairos next year.  
A Kairos parents’ breakfast will be held at 9:00 on April 21 to reflect together about what we love 
about Kairos and what we are hoping for next season, and to express our appreciation for Lori and for 
our Kairos program 

 KAIROS KORNER 
Second Grade Eucharist Instruction 
Eucharist instruction for our second graders will be held on Sunday, April 15th and Sunday, April 
22nd from 11:30 – 12:15. We invite the entire congregation to join us for a Family Worship Service in 
honor of our Eucharist class on Sunday, April 29th and the special reception in Belmont Hall following 
the service.  

What IS a Family Worship Service?  A Family Worship Service is what you might expect – a service 
where the entire family worships together! We invite our Kairos youth to join their families for the 
service instead of being in the classroom.  These services are “kid friendly”, differing from the usual 
Sunday Service in the following ways: 

• Our Kairos youth serve as ushers and readers
• We reduce the number of readings
• The sermon is created with the children specifically in mind
• Children are invited to sit at the foot of the altar for the sermon
• We choose child friendly music

We understand that younger parishioners may not have embraced the art of quiet worship – and that’s 
ok!  Worship bags will be available with quiet items for the children to keep their hands busy if need 
be.  The chapel is always available as a “go to” area and the service can be heard through the sound 
system.  

KAIROS CALENDAR 
Sunday, April 1:   EASTER Sunday - NO KAIROS CLASSES
Sunday, April 8:   Regular lessons 
Sunday, April 15: Regular lessons - Second Grade Eucharist Instruction 11:30-12:15 
Sunday, April 22: Regular lessons - Second Grade Eucharist Instruction 11:30-12:15 
Sunday, April 29: Family Worship Sunday, reception to follow - NO KAIROS CLASSES 

REMEMBRANCE CANDLES
Many of us have lost loved ones and while we don’t need anything 
tangible to remember them because they are in our hearts always, 
sometimes having a quiet place to go and something to hold on to 
or to look at centers our thoughts and feelings and does help in the 
remembering.   
We now have a remembrance table in our chapel. The table has 
two marble trays, each one filled with votive candles. There is also 
a wooden heart shaped bowl that holds small prayer hearts. We encourage and invite you to go to the 



chapel, light a candle and choose a prayer heart to hold onto while you spend some time remembering 
and loving the person or people who you’ve lost -- for now. 
You will find a candle snuffer on the table as well. For safety reasons, we ask that you extinguish your 
candle once you finish your prayer time.  Just as we say with our Christ candles in Kairos ~ Let the 
Light that is in one place at one time, be in all places at all times. May peace with you and those you 
love.   

APRIL LADIES LUNCHEON  

The April luncheon will be hosted by Kay and John Goerss on Wednesday,
April 18th.  We will meet at 12:30 for a potluck, with entree provided by the 

 hosts.  Bring a dish to share.  Kay and John have been hosting our April 
luncheon for quite a few years now and it is always a lot of fun.  Their address 
is 63 Lexington Drive, Pennington.  Please RSVP to 609 737 6320 or 
jmgoerss@princeton.edu. 

Come join us! 

BAKE SALE  
We will be having our April Bake sale on Sunday April 15th.

ACOLYTE SPRING REFRESHER 
As promised, we have set up a date for an acolyte spring refresher, which will also serve as a training 
for a group of new acolytes. (Speaking of, WELCOME to new acolytes Katie Kovacs, Noah Calhoun, 
Hannah Baxter, and Kat Compton!!). 

We’d like to bring everyone together for a brief session after the 10:00am service on Sunday, May 
6th. Please mark your calendars. Natalie and Naomi Kinnamon, “veterans” to acolyte serving, will be 
assisting us. Rev. Barbara will be present for part of the time as well. The refresher/training should not 
last too long – probably around 30 minutes. We’ll give the kids 10 minutes or so after the 10:00am 
service to have a treat during the coffee hour, but then we’ll meet in the church for the 
refresher/training. 
I’ll plan to send a reminder the week of this session as well. 

SPRING 2018 PROPERTY WORK DAY
Saturday Morning – April 21st, Starting at 9:00 AM 

There are many small jobs that are not covered by our cleaning crew 
or outside contractors that could use our helping hands.  This is 
where we, as parishioners, can share our time and talents to maintain 
our building and grounds. 

Work planned for the day is mostly inside:  Replace light bulbs and 
lamps, cleaning the kitchen and appliances, complete the repair to 

the kneelers and pews, cleaning the St. Matthew’s sign at Main Street and clean-up of the garden areas. 

Help for an hour, two hours, or more, but come and enjoy the fun and fellowship of working together. 
A signup sheet will be located in Belmont Hall after the Sunday services.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Al Krokowski at (609) 204-8412 



AMAZON MAKES DONATION TO ST MATTHEW’S!
That’s right, from now on, every time you make a purchase on Amazon.com, Amazon donates 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible purchases to St Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, NJ.  It costs you 
nothing, but the Church gets a donation.  Here’s how you make that happen. 

When you want to shop on Amazon.com, add 1 word to the URL, and that word is “Smile.”  Instead of 
typing http://www.Amazon.com, type http://www.Smile.Amazon.com.  Everything is exactly the same 
when you arrive there—same products, same prices, same service.  In fact, if you are an Amazon 
Prime member, even that’s the same.  Everything’s the same EXCEPT—our church gets a 0.5% 
contribution based on the price you pay.  Wow!  Just think how much money St Matt’s will receive if 
all our parishioners just add the word “Smile.” 

There is something you have to do the first time you go to Smile.Amazon.com.  You have to let 
Amazon know who you are by logging in to your account, or by creating one, and also who you want 
the 0.5% charitable contribution to go to. From now on, please start all your shopping at 
Smile.Amazon.com. 

2018 SUNDAY MORNING NURSERY CARE  
If you and your children would like to listen to the service together, the chapel will be open for you 
until the beginning of communion.  (The prayer partners will gather there to pray with those who wish 
during and after communion). We welcome your feedback. 

2018 MONTHLY SERMON REFLECTION 
All are welcome to gather with the rector at 11:30 in the chapel, to deepen the themes of the sermon 
and to listen to what God is saying to us. We will meet on the following dates: 
April 15 
June 3 
July 22 
August 19 
Sept 23 
Oct 14 
Nov 18 
Dec 9 

PASTORAL CARE
At some point everyone experiences difficult times in their lives. If you, your family or friends are 
going through a challenging time and need support please reach out to the pastoral care team. There are 
a number of ways in which the team can help - these include prayer, visits, providing prepared meals 
and/or driving assistance. These services could help provide a temporary bridge over a tough time. 
Please contact the parish office at (609) 737-0985 to be put in touch with Rev. Barbara Briggs or other 
members of our pastoral care team – The Rev. John Goerss, Sally Burkman, Linda Bucher, Lily 
Horsman, Dabby Palmer, Eleanor Pennington, Sally Barber or Anne Birkett. 

PRAYER CHAIN--If you are in need of prayers, or maybe a Special Thanksgiving, call the Prayer 
Chain. This quiet ministry at St. Matthew’s complimenting the bulletin listing and the Sunday Prayer 
Partners, is ready to offer immediate and confidential prayers for your intention.  If this is something 
you ever need, please contact The Rev. Barbara Briggs, (609) 737-0985, Pam Worthington (609) 737-
0985 or Sally Burkman at (609) 737-9495. 



MUSIC MINISTRY
Looking ahead to Spring 2018…  

Music for Holy Week 2018 

-Maundy Thursday March 29 @ 8pm 

Foot Washing, Holy Eucharist and the Stripping of the Altar 

-Good Friday March 30 
Ecumenical Service @ 12pm 
Stations of the Cross Liturgy @ 8pm 
-The Great Vigil and First Eucharist of Easter Saturday March 31 @ 
8pm 
Exsultet, Vigil, Renewal of Baptismal Vows and Holy Eucharist 
Music for organ, choir, handbells and brass 
Bring bells and keys to ring during the singing of the “Alleluias!” 

-Easter Sunday April 1 @ 10am 
Easter Sunday Holy Eucharist with music for organ, choir, handbells and brass 

Other Events 
Hymn Marathon! 
Saturday, April 14, starting @ 10am in the Sanctuary. Refreshments offered throughout the day in 
Belmont Hall. All are welcome. Bring a friend and come and go as you please. All proceeds go to the 
Sylvia Hunt Memorial Fund. 

Evening Compline 
Join us for our last candlelit Compline service of the program year, Wednesday, April 25 @ 7:30pm in 
the Sanctuary.  

Family Worship 
Sunday April 29 @ 10am 
Second Grade First Communion with family and child-friendly liturgy and music 

Choral Evensong 
Sunday May 6 @ 5pm 
Trinity Church, Princeton 
Our adult choir will again combine with the adult choir of Trinity Church, Princeton for a service of 
Choral Evensong. The service will be held at Trinity and feature music of Hugh Blair and Edward 
Bairstow. 

Choir Sunday 
June 3 @ 10am 
The choir program year concludes on this Sunday with the music for the morning selected by our 
choirs. 

As we journey through Lent and the upcoming Easter season, please know that new members are 
always welcome in all of our choirs. Choristers (open to children in second grade and up) currently 
rehearse Wednesday afternoons from 4:15-5:15pm, adults (ages high school and up) who sing for 
Compline rehearse Wednesday nights from 7:30-8pm and adults in our adult choir (ages high school 
and up) rehearse Wednesday night’s 8-9:30pm. Handbells (ages high school and up) rehearse every 
other Monday night 7-8:30pm. To learn more about our music ministry, or if you would like to try one 
of our choirs out, please do not hesitate to contact Director of Music Ministry Jim Douglas at 
music@stmatthewspennington.org or speak with him at coffee hour after a 10am service on a Sunday 



morning. More information may also be found on the music ministry page on the church’s website, our 
Facebook presence (@stmatthewpenningtonmusic) or on the music bulletin board in the parish house 
(across from the bathrooms). 

St. Matthew’s Messenger in images? 
Our Newsletter is full of information about things to come. We would also like to include photos of 
things we have done together. Have you been involved in something exciting or meaningful through 
St. Matthew’s? Do you have photos of the event? If so, please submit to Pam a photo with a caption for 
inclusion in the Newsletter. Thank-you! 

A look back at the winter of 2017/2018…  

Wednesday Evening Compline Service 

The Chapel of the Holy Innocents’, Doane Academy 
Members of our adult choir along with choir members  
from St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Yardley, PA and  
students from Doane Academy following a service of  
Choral Evensong at Doane Academy, Burlington, NJ 
and at dinner afterwards, March 2018. Great music-
making and fellowship was had!  

RECTOR’S REFLECTION 

I held the egg in my hand. It was smooth and hard and slightly bumpy. I carefully applied the hot 
beeswax in a thin line, tracing around the oblong curve. The sweet aroma of the wax made me grateful 
for the honey bee. Images of flowers and warm sunlight danced briefly in my imagination. After each 
successive application of wax, I submerged the egg in bright colors, like a batik, each bath of color 
going deeper in hue. I held the finished egg in the flame of a candle, melting off the layers of wax. My 
egg glistened in the light. With a soft cloth and gentle rubbing, the wax came off, revealing the bright 
colors and intricate design. I laid it in the bowl of eggs from previous years, and felt grateful. 


