
St. Matthew’s Messenger 
August 2018 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, N.J. 08534 

Dear Fellow Parishioners:

Although it is the height of summer and many people are away, we thought it was important to 
communicate more in these times of significant change. 

Together, we have worked diligently to determine the path forward for our parish, and while we may 
have different opinions on the outcome of our Reconciliation Process, we can only move forward 
effectively, together. We hope that you will continue to pray for Rev. Barbara and for St. Matthew’s in 
the months to come as we begin to heal and regain our footing.  We are mindful of the sadness and 
disappointment that is felt when a decision such as this one is rendered. We are acutely aware of these 
emotions, as we are experiencing them as well.  

Summer provides a time for many of us to get away and enjoy some “down time” at our favorite 
vacation spot.  We hope to come back a bit more rested and rejuvenated!  For those of us in town, 
Belmont Hall has been vibrant and full during Reverend Barbara’s final few services and interesting 
Sermons from supply clergy Father Pervez Baig and Mother Joanne Izzo.  We are also preparing to 
enjoy the company of Bishop Stokes on August 5th. 

We also have much to look forward to this fall – the return of services in the Church, start of the 
Kairos school year, a new Stewardship Campaign and several social events that are just in the planning 
phase.  And of course, we will be planning our two significant events for the fall – Rummage and 
Christmas Bazaar.  Please reach out to us if you would like to get involved! 

New on the calendar for September will be a “Welcome Back Coffee Hour” and Ministry Fair to be 
held on September 9th.  If you and your ministry team would like to setup a table, there will be plenty 
of room and we would be happy to help!

Continue to enjoy your summer and we look forward to seeing you soon.

Sincerely,

William Compton, Sr. Warden                                           Debbie Linthorst, Jr. Warden 
wwcmail@gmail.com dlinthorst@comcast.net
609-915-9475                                                                    609-902-2905



To receive the monthly Messenger and other announcements please contact Pam at 
admin@stmatthewspennington.org or phone us at 609-737-0985. The Church is open for prayer and 
meditation during parish office hours (See below) 

OFFICE HOURS 

   Mon 9:30-3:30 
   Tue 9:30-2:30 
   Wed 9:30-3:30 
   Th 9:30-2:30 

     Fri  9:00-12:00 

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Service times are at 8 and 9:30 AM for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist,  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

August 5             Coffee hour with the Bishop 
August 6 10:30am Healthy Bones  
August 13  10:30am Healthy Bones  
August 20  10:30am Healthy Bones 

7:30pm Vestry Meeting 
August 24  Articles for the Newsletter Due 
August 25  Blood Drive 
August 27                   10:30am Healthy Bones 
August 31  Publication of the Newsletter 

ALTAR GUILD
Altar Guild is looking for new members.  If you have an interest in being part of the group working 
"behind scenes" to prepare the Lord's Table for our worship services, please contact Elizabeth McGuire 
at 609-737-1776, elizabeth.davis.mcguire@gmail.com or Sue Nelson at 609-397-9021,  
sue.nelson929@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR LECTORS AND SUB-DEACONS 
St. Matthews is in need of parishioners to serve as lectors and sub-deacons, especially at the 8 a.m. 
service. Lectors read the First Lesson and the Prayers of the People; sub deacons read the Psalm and 
the Epistle and assist with Communion.  If you have any interest in participating in this important 
ministry, please contact Tom Bruhl at tbruhl@embarqmail.com. 

COFFEE HOUR  
Coffee hour is on holiday during the summer months but will return Sunday, 
September 9th, the first Sunday after Labor Day. With the support of many St. 
Matthew’s parishioners, we held vibrant coffee hours after each of the 8am and 
10:30am worship services. Their commitment to community hospitality is an 
important contribution to St. Matthew’s as a special community for worship. 
Sincere thanks to all our volunteer hosts and hostesses. We look forward to 
another successful season of hospitality in the fall.



BOOK CLUB 
September 20 10:00 am in the library Washington’s Crossing David Hackett 
Fischer Pulitzer Prize (9 copies at MCL) This is a riveting and beautifully 
written book.  You won’t ever pass a historical marker in Mercer County 
again without acknowledging it. Six months after the Declaration of 
Independence, America was nearly defeated. Then on Christmas night, 
George Washington led his men across the Delaware River to destroy the 
Hessians at Trenton. A week later Americans held off a counterattack, and in 
a brilliant tactical move, Washington crept behind the British army to win 
another victory. The momentum had reversed. For those who always want 
more, in addition to reading Washington Crossing for our Sept meeting, 
Larry Kidder ‘s Crossroads of the Revolution tells all about Trenton at that 
time. It’s well researched and highly detailed, and just published… 

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
For the period January 1 through May 31, 2018 we budgeted to 
receive 46.2% of total pledge revenues for 2018 and we received 
40.5%. On the expense side for the same period our expense budget 
was for 41.6% of total expenses for 2018 and our actual expenses 
were  
39.6%.  Actual expenses were behind budget due to the timing of 
some planned repairs. 

The shortfall in revenue hurts our cash flow especially as we enter the summer months when giving 
usually declines with attendance and we have to draw against our investments to pay our bills which 
reduces investment income. So please take a look at your giving year to date and if you are behind 
please endeavor to catch up. If you have any questions about what you have given year to date please 
contact John Eckel, our Recording Clerk (n60aj@yahoo.com) 609-737-8591.  Also remember if you 
weren’t able to complete your 2017 pledge it’s never too late! Write 2017 Pledge in the memo section 
of your check. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
• If you divided our 2018 budgeted expenses by 52 our weekly expenses are $7,286.00 
• Instead of writing a check for your pledge payment or regular offering (someone who hasn’t 

pledged) many banks offer the service of mailing a check to St. Matthew’s for a recurring 
amount on the frequency that you request.  No check writing, no pledge envelopes, you only 
have to deal with it once a year when you tell your bank how much to send and you won’t 
forget your pledge payment or regular offering! Contact your bank before you go on vacation 
this summer. 

• We are extremely fortunate and grateful that many who have preceded us remembered St. 
Matthew’s in their will or estate planning. Their generosity has provided us with a certain level 
of financial sustainability in times of declining giving, but we have to continue add to this 
resource as it is also declining. Please consider your own Planned Giving for the future of St. 
Matthew’s.  See our website for more information and contact John Krisulewicz. 

If you have questions about St. Matthew’s finances contact Kevin Margiatto, Treasurer 
(kmargiatto@withum.com) or Bruce Weise, Vestry Member/Finance Chair/Assistant 
Treasurer(finance@stmatthewspennington.org) 609-737-1064. 



MUSIC MINISTRY—SUMMER 2018 
Congregational Hymn Usage (Fall 2017-Summer 2018) 

I hope the summer months are treating you all well and not flying by too soon! I wanted to provide an 
update on the congregational music we have used in the last program year or so (September through 
early June), doing so by using a detailed list compiled by Larry Parker and Paul Bell over the course of 
several years. As you will see below, a large percentage of our hymn tunes and texts are more 
traditional and are found in the 1982 Hymnal, but we do use other sources that consist of a broader 
range of tunes and texts, including supplemental hymnals LEVAS II, Wonder, Love and Praise and 
music from Taizé, among others. Additionally, over the last calendar year, eight (8) new hymns were 
introduced. Listed here includes the Fall 2017 through August 2018. 

Best wishes to all for the rest of the summer! 
-Jim Douglas 

Source Usage (# of times used) 
Hymnal 1982  164 
Wonder, Love and Praise (WLP)  7 
Music from Taizé  7 
My Heart Sings Out (MHSO)  5 
Lift Every Voice and Sing II (LEVAS II) 4 
Voices Found  2 
Other Sources  11 

ARM IN ARM 
The St. Matthew’s Pantry Team has been regularly working the 3rd Monday and Thursday of the 
month. You can support Arm in Arm by bringing non-perishable food items to St. Matthew’s and 
dropping them off on the shelves across from Pam’s office. For more information or to volunteer 
please contact Carl Weber at 609-955-0508. 

AMAZON MAKES DONATION TO ST MATTHEW’S!
That’s right, from now on, every time you make a purchase on Amazon.com, Amazon donates 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible purchases to St Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, NJ.  It costs you 
nothing, but the Church gets a donation.  Here’s how you make that happen. 
When you want to shop on Amazon.com, add 1 word to the URL, and that word is “Smile.”  Instead of 
typing http://www.Amazon.com, type http://www.Smile.Amazon.com.  Everything is exactly the same 
when you arrive there—same products, same prices, same service.  In fact, if you are an Amazon 
Prime member, even that’s the same.  Everything’s the same EXCEPT—our church gets a 0.5% 
contribution based on the price you pay.  Wow!  Just think how much money St Matt’s will receive if 
all our parishioners just add the word “Smile.” 

There is something you have to do the first time you go to Smile.Amazon.com.  You have to let 
Amazon know who you are by logging into your account, or by creating one, and also who you want 
the 0.5% charitable contribution to go to. From now on, please start all your shopping at 
Smile.Amazon.com. 

2018 SUNDAY MORNING NURSERY CARE  
If you and your children would like to listen to the service together, the chapel will be open for you 
until the beginning of communion.  (The prayer partners will gather there to pray with those who wish 
during and after communion). We welcome your feedback. 



PRAYER CHAIN--If you are in need of prayers, or maybe a Special Thanksgiving, call the Prayer 
Chain. This quiet ministry at St. Matthew’s complimenting the bulletin listing and the Sunday Prayer 
Partners, is ready to offer immediate and confidential prayers for your intention.  If this is something 
you ever need, please contact Pam Worthington (609) 737-0985 or Sally Burkman at (609) 737-9495. 

PASTORAL CARE
At some point everyone experiences difficult times in their lives. If you, your family or friends are 
going through a challenging time and need support please reach out to the pastoral care team. There are 
a number of ways in which the team can help - these include prayer, visits, providing prepared meals 
and/or driving assistance. These services could help provide a temporary bridge over a tough time. 
Please contact the parish office at (609) 737-0985 to be put in touch with members of our pastoral care 
team – The Rev. John Goerss, Sally Burkman, Linda Bucher, Lily Horsman, Dabby Palmer, Eleanor 
Pennington, Sally Barber or Anne Birkett. 

St. Matthew’s Messenger in images? 
Our Newsletter is full of information about things to come. We would also like to include photos of 
things we have done together. Have you been involved in something exciting or meaningful through 
St. Matthew’s? Do you have photos of the event? If so, please submit to Pam a photo with a caption for 
inclusion in the Newsletter. Thank-you! 


