
GOD’S MISSION and ST. MATTHEW’S 
We are a community centered in Jesus Christ 

Being led by the Holy Spirit 

Learning and spreading the good news 

Living and sharing the love of God 

Sunday, December 9, 2018

WELCOME 
On Sunday, Dec. 9th, the Rev. Matthew Engleby will be our guest preacher and celebrant. Father Matt became the 
Executive Director of E Hogar Ministries in Honduras in 2011. Prior to this Father Matt served as a parish priest in New 
Jersey. He will be sharing with us the changes happening at El Hogar as its mission there continues to evolve and respond 
to the different needs of the orphaned and impoverished children it serves. There will be an opportunity to speak with 
Father Engleby after the 8:00 and 10:00 services. St. Matthew’s has been sending service teams to El Hogar since 2006. 
The PLG will be donating to El Hogar on behalf of the church. Individuals who want to donate to this transformational 
ministry will be able to do so on Sunday. 

On Sunday, Dec. 16th, Bruce Main, president and founder of Urban Promise, will be our guest preacher. Bruce Main 
established Urban Promise’s first summer camp in the city of Camden in 1988 at the age of 25. Bruce will be giving us a 
vision of the exciting work that Urban Promise does with the poor youth in Camden including being one of the largest 
non-government employers of teens in Camden. St. Matthew’s has been sending service teams to Urban Promise in 
Camden since 2009. The PLG will be donating to Urban Promise on behalf of the church. Individuals who want to donate 
to this exceptional organization will be able to do so on Sunday. 

Parish Calendar 

December 9       8am Holy Eucharist 
                           9:00am Christmas Play Rehearsal 

              10am Holy Eucharist 
                           12pm Bazaar Clean Up 
December 10     10am Presentation by Christina Kales 
                           On Impressionist Berthe Morisot 

 10:30am Healthy Bones 
                           5pm Lenten Group 
December 11      9:30am Bible Study 
December 12      4:30pm Children’s Advent Service 

 8pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 
December 13      9:15am Preschool Board Meeting 
                           2pm Sprinkler Inspection 
                           7:30pm Finance Meeting 
December 15     8am – 2pm Diocesan Leadership  

Correspondence Meeting 
December 16     8am Holy Eucharist 
                          9:00am Christmas Play Rehearsal 

             10am Advent Lessons & Carols with Holy 
Eucharist (Rite II) 

                          11:15am Confirmation Class 



ADVENT QUIET DAY: PREPARING FOR THE WAY OF LOVE.
Saturday December 15, 9am to noon, in the Chapel. This will be a time of prayer, reading and learning about the spiritual 
practice, “The Way of Love, Practices for a Jesus-Centered Life.” The seven spiritual practices of “The Way of Love” 
were first introduced by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry at the General Convention of the Episcopal Church this past 
summer. They are well suited for the “active waiting” of the Advent season and offer an opportunity for us to grow more 
centered in Jesus and prepare us to share his loving, liberating, life-giving way with the world. The Advent Quiet Day 
coordinator will be Paul Bell. 

ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS 
Anyone who would like to contribute to the Christmas Flowers in the Church is asked to fill out the envelope and return it 
together with a contribution to the parish office no later than December 19 to be sure that your gift will be included in 
the bulletin. 

PRESENTATION BY CHRISTINA KALES ON IMPRESSIONIST BERTHE MORISOT 
Parishioner Christina Kales is offering a special presentation on impressionist Berthe Morisot, whose work is 
currently on exhibit at the Barnes Foundation in Philadelphia. The program will take place on 
Monday, December 10, at 10:00 am in Belmont Hall. The Barnes exhibit, which is available through January 
14th, charts the exceptional path of Morisot's career, as the least-known painter of the Impressionist class that 
included Monet, Renoir and Degas. Morisot the artist is the subject of Christina's doctoral dissertation. She is 
completing her Doctor of Letters in Humanities at Drew University.

SUMMER 2019 MISSION TRIPS TO CAMDEN AND HONDURAS
St. Matthew’s Mission Committee is pleased to announce that we are offering two mission trip opportunities this coming 
summer:

El Hogar in Tegucigalpa, Honduras - July 6-13, 2019 (Definite Dates)
Urban Promise in Camden, NJ – July 21-26 or July 28- Aug. 2, 2019 (Probable Dates)

Applications are available on the church’s website and in the Missions folder outside the Rector’s office with 
additional information about each trip including important team dates, meetings, and expectations. If you have 
additional questions, please contact Mark Lederer at markalederer@gmail.com. Applications are due no later 
December 18. They may be sent via email to Mark or turned into the Missions folder outside of the Rector’s office. 
We hope to have both teams finalized shortly after the application due date. Thanks in advance for your prayers 
and support! Mark will be available after the 10:00 service to answer questions about the trips.

ADULT CLASS: EPISCOPAL ESSENTIALS AND CHRISTIAN PRACTICES
for those who wish to deepen, renew or discover the richness of our Episcopal identity and Christian hope. Bring your 
curious friends. Thursday evenings at 7:30PM. 

KAIROS NEWS 
We are learning about Advent and getting ready for Christmas with many lessons and projects! Our 3rd-5th grade students 
painted ornaments for their class Jesse Tree last week, and the congregation will get to see the tree when it is complete. 
All classes will begin decorating beautiful Christ candles this week, and the children will choose a recipient for their 
candle with whom they would like to share the light of Christ. This is a wonderful, annual project for the children during 
this season of giving. 
The Children’s Advent service will be on Wednesday, December 12th at 4:30 PM. It is a short (30 minute) service during 
which the children will hear Father Mark tell the story of Christmas, and then they will be able to create a Nativity scene 
in the Narthex of our church. We hope to see the children (and adults) here on the 12th. In the meantime, be on the lookout 
for our Three Wise Men as they make their way around the church on their way to the Nativity scene! They started in the 
P2 classroom, but they will soon be on the move again… 

COFFEE HOUR 
Coffee hour and fellowship after both Sunday services is back in full swing! Host families are always needed. Check the 
sign-up sheets in Belmont Hall for available dates If you enjoy the fellowship of coffee hour but have never hosted, it's 
easy and appreciated by your fellow parishioners. If you have never hosted but would like to give it a try, just sign up and 
put a star next to your name. We'll reach out to you to answer any questions and walk you through the process. 



BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, RECEPTION, REAFFIRMATION for Adults: If you feel that God might be calling 
you to baptism, confirmation, reaffirmation or reception when the Bishop visits on January 27, (see the Book of Common 
Prayer, pp. 412 to 419 and p. 298 to 314), please contact The Rev. Mark Van Sant or one of the wardens. 
For youth already preparing for confirmation: It is required that the Confirmation form be filled out and returned to 
Pam Worthington in the office. If you need the form, please ask Pam.   

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
For the period January 1 through October 31, 2018 we budgeted to receive 79% of total pledge revenues for 2018 and we 
received 73%. This shortfall from the pledge budget is about $18,300.00. On the expense side for the same period our 
expense budget was for 82% of total expenses for 2018 and our actual expenses were 83%. 

You should have received your pledge statement for the nine months ended September 30th. Please note where you are in 
your giving for the year. If you are behind schedule, we would appreciate it if you would catch up as soon as possible and 
complete your pledge by year end. If you have any questions about what you have given year to date or if you haven’t 
received a pledge statement please contact John Eckel, our Recording Clerk (n60aj@yahoo.com) 609-737-8591 and if you 
have questions about St. Matthew’s finances contact Kevin Margiatto, Treasurer (kmargiatto@withum.com) or Bruce 
Weise, Vestry Member/Finance Chair/Assistant Treasurer (finance@stmatthewspennington.org) 609-737-1064. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
That the donations you make for altar flowers for Easter Memorials and Christmas not only fund the flowers and plants 
for those two holy days but also fund the flowers on the altar each Sunday for the remainder of the year.  

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF NEW JERSEY DIOCESAN YOUTH LOCK-IN 
Rise Against Hunger is driven by the vision of a world without hunger. Our mission is to end hunger in our lifetime by 
providing food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable and creating a global commitment to mobilize the 
necessary resources. 

Meal-packaging events are the heart of our work. We work with volunteers from corporations, faith congregations, 
schools, colleges and universities, and civic groups. 

Volunteers set up and take down packaging stations and equipment, fill bins with raw ingredients, scoop ingredients into 
meal bags, weigh and seal the bags, box and stack them on pallets, and load the pallets and equipment onto a truck. 
Meal-packaging events are a great way to educate volunteers about global hunger and inspire them to get more involved 
in fighting it. The events also give volunteers hands-on experience in leadership development, team-building, relationship-
building, creative problem-solving, and goal-setting and achievement. 

We will begin our evening with the Eucharist, we will pack 30,000 meals, then have time to play games, watch a movie 
and get to know other youth from around the Diocese.  

ARM IN ARM 
The St. Matthew’s Pantry Team has been regularly working at this ministry the 3rd Monday and Thursday of the 
month. You can support Arm in Arm by bringing non-perishable food items to St. Matthew’s and dropping them off on 
the shelves across from Pam’s office. For more information or to volunteer please contact Carl Weber at 609-955- 0508. 

In addition to food items Arm in Arm needs personal hygiene items such as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, floss, 
etc. Thanks to all for your continued support! 

TASK VOLUNTEERS  
The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen always needs volunteers. Anyone interested in joining the St. Matthew’s effort at TASK 
should call Bob Holmes at (609) 730-8354 for more information and to sign up. 



PASTORAL CARE
At some point everyone experiences difficult times in their lives. If you, your family or friends are going through a 
challenging time and need support please reach out to the pastoral care team. There are several ways in which the team 
can help - these include prayer, visits, providing prepared meals and/or driving assistance. These services could help 
provide a temporary bridge over a tough time. Please contact the parish office at (609) 737-0985 to be put in touch with 
members of our pastoral care team –  Sally Barber, Anne Birkett, Linda Bucher, Sally Burkman, Richard Del Monaco, 
Lily Horsman, Sue Nelson, Dabby Palmer or Linda Weber. 

PRAYERS OF THE PARISH  

In Need of Continual Prayer:  Amanda Buchanan, Bill Comiski, Liam, John Cannon, Shirley Swanson, Flo and Jim 
Cunningham, Jeff Winegar, Ruby Clarke, John Elliott, Juanita Gibbs, Valerie Kozak, Pam Inman 

   Prayer Requests

Kelly – (disabled, homeless) - friend 
Abi (healing) – Sara Ritchie 
Emily & Kimberly (infectious disease)    
Julianna (toddler-healing) - Cheryl  
Barbara Beauliew – (rapid onset dementia) - Joan  
Doc (cancer) - friend of Kinnamons 
Reid – (bone infection) – friend of Tom Pearse-Drance                    
Tom Krisulewicz - Brother of John Krisulewicz             
Rose A. – (health problems)                                     
Aldonna Ambler – (cancer) 
Mary Lou Nelson – (possible cancer)    
John Cannon – (healing)  
Julianne – (healing) – Gioia 
Flo Cunningham 

Paul & David – (healing) – Diane Zompa 
Jonnylee Gore – (healing) 
Hannah – (Stroke) – Deloy Godfrey    
Alex (seizure disorder) – Godfrey’s
Steven Ferguson - Hill’s nephew 
Pat Ashforth – (C-Diff Cancer) 
Kelly Belmont – (cancer) 
The Ezzo Family – Denise 
Ann Scott (healing) – Joan Verplanck 
Beth & Ron – Bruce Ashforth 
Edna Ashforth – (heart issues)  
Mark Kalinowski – (cancer) – friend of Nora  
Nick Brown – (healing)  
Philip Defonte

To stay current, the office will remove names after 90 days, unless there has been a request for them to remain. 

Birthdays this week: Jennifer Correa and Connor Bowden. 


