
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
300 South Main St., Pennington, NJ 08534 

  609-737-0985 (office)   •   609-737-9019 (fax)

Web: www.StMatthewsPennington.org

                  GOD’S MISSION and ST. MATTHEW’S 
              We are a community centered in Jesus Christ 

             Being led by the Holy Spirit 

             Learning and spreading the good news 

            Living and sharing the love of God 

          Sunday, July 7, 2019

WELCOME 
Please Welcome Susan Johnson back to St. Matthew’s as our guest musician this morning! Thank you, Sue! 

Children/Youth: 
1. Destinations: Each month, St. Matthew's middle school students venture out on a secret destination to learn about 

their community and explore related themes of life and faith. Typically, they meet on a Wednesday evening from 
6-8 p.m. and arrive at their destination around 7 for a tour and some hands-on activities. Do you have suggestions 
for interesting and engaging destinations that would enrich this middle-school ministry? Please email Diana 
Drake at drakeink@aol.com or call/text her at 609-610-0679. 

2. LOGOS: LOGOS is St. Matthew’s youth group for high school age kids. It has been most recently led by Diana 
Drake, assisted by Phyllis Jones and Denise Hersey. We thank Diana for her faithful leadership of this 
important ministry.  Now Diana is stepping down and will put her energies into leading Destinations. Diana’s 
resignation begs the question of what will happen to ministry with our teens next year? If you are a person 
interested in the well-being of teenagers, might you be willing to get together with me to brainstorm about how to 
go forward? Kindly let me know if so. I welcome your thoughts and ideas!  You can reach me at: 
rector@stmatthewspennington.org

New Ministry: Food for Friends is a St. Matthew’s ministry that provides food to parishioners that are temporarily unable 
to make a meal, due to illness, bereavement, or other circumstances.  Food for Friends is provided through our Pastoral 
Care Committee. If you are interested in preparing an occasional meal (to be frozen, or made fresh upon request), or if 
you, your family or a fellow parishioner has a temporary need for meals, please contact Ophelia 
at rector@stmatthewspennington.org, Linda Weber at lbw60@comcast.net, or any member of the Pastoral Care 
Committee.   Thus far, 5 generous souls have stepped up to cook or shop for fellow parishioners in need. Currently, there 
is a Halo Farms bag in the chest freezer of the kitchen in Belmont Hall, filled with delicious meals prepared by Cheryl 
Ludwig. If you know someone in need, please take a prepared meal and a prayer card (found in the freezer also); and 
deliver on behalf of St. Matthew’s! 
Parish Administrator:  Please note that Pam is on vacation 7/5-7/15.  In a pastoral emergency, please call Ophelia at (732) 
939-1973.  
Christian Formation: Soul Keeping: a 6-week, DVD Program featuring Pastor John Ortberg, led by Ophelia in the library, 
Tuesdays 9:30am AND Thursdays, 7:30pm, beginning July 2 and July 11 respectively. Come for 1 session or for all. 
Bring a friend! 

Parish Calendar 

July 7                              8:00am Holy Eucharist 
                                        9:30am Holy Eucharist  
July 8                              4:30pm Tai Chi Class 
July 14                            8:00am Holy Eucharist 
                                        9:30am Holy Eucharist  



Music/Worship: From Mark Dolan: Sing to the Lord a new song!  As I continue to learn about seasonal traditions here at 
St. Matthews, I was so pleasantly surprised at the beauty enjoyed by holding summer worship in Belmont Hall.  The space 
is bright, roomy, and fresh Oh, and it is air conditioned! The hymn singing is FANTASTIC!  The high ceiling and hard 
surfaces in that space make it so easy to hear each other and sing in full voice.  It is true I’ll miss using the organ for 
worship and the calm our Sanctuary brings, but for now I’ll enjoy the sound. Some wonderful opportunities to engage in 
music making at St. M’s:   The  Adult Choir will resume rehearsal Wed, Sept. 4th, 8pm.  The Adult Choir is                  
especially in need of Sopranos!  If you aren’t sure if that is you, see Mark Dolan for a quick and painless vocal interview. 
The Jr. Choir resumes Wed.  Sept. 11, 6pm (open to all kids 2nd grade  through middle school). Not a singer? Be a ringer! 
Bells resume Wed. Sept. 4th, 7pm, undercroft.  

Things I am Particularly Enjoying:  

For Memorization: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future,” (Jer. 29:11).  

To Ponder: Read this from top to bottom but then from bottom to top! Best read aloud.  

Refugees:
They have no need of our help 
So do not tell me 
These haggard faces could belong to you or me 
Should life have dealt a different hand 
We need to see them for who they really are 
Chancers and scroungers 
Layabouts and loungers 
With bombs up their sleeves 
Cut-throats and thieves 
They are not 
Welcome here 
We should make them 
Go back to where they came from 
They cannot 
Share our food 
Share our homes 
Share our countries 
Instead let us 
Build a wall to keep them out 
It is not okay to say 
These are people just like us 
A place should only belong to those who are born there 
Do not be so stupid to think that 
The world can be looked at another way 
(now read from bottom to top) 

Books: 
“Glitter and Glue” by Kelly Corrigan: a memoir about mothering and being mothered. 
Netflix: “Friday Night Lights;” recounts the story of a small town and the football team that defines it.  
Getting Fit: Try walking the beautiful trails of St. Michael’s Preserve in Hopewell; parking area off Hopewell Princeton 
Rd.  

KAIROS 
I hope you are having a wonderful summer! If you or your teenager has time to volunteer for Vacation Bible School, 
please reach out to Ashley Calhoun at armoore257@gmail.com. VBS will be held as usual at Pennington Presbyterian 
Church, and it will run from August 5th-August 9th 9:15 am - 12:15 pm. They are in need of many volunteers! 
Although the Nursery will not be staffed this summer, we will try to have the room open during the 10 am services in case 
parents need a place to take a break with their little ones.  
Kairos registration will begin again in the middle of August. Enjoy the rest of your summer!



BOOK CLUB 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens  
Thursday, July 18, 7:00pm on the Weises' porch- 5 Birch Street, Pennington 
"A painfully beautiful first novel that is at once a murder mystery, a coming–of–age narrative, and a celebration 
of nature." The New York Times Book Review

If These Stones Could Talk: African American Presence in the Hopewell Valley, Sourland Mountain and 
Surrounding Regions of New Jersey by Elaine Buck and Beverly Mills 
Thursday, September 12, 10:30 am  

Cemeteries have stories to tell, voices to unearth--and lessons from the past that we can draw upon to better 
shape the future. If These Stones Could Talk brings fresh light to a forgotten corner of American history that 
begins in a small cemetery in central New Jersey. 
Barbara von Oehsen has kindly arranged for the authors to lead the discussion. Though you can buy the book 
from Amazon, but I suggest we support our local authors. You can purchase the book directly from Bev Mills. 
You may contact her via email at bmills72@verizon.net. There will be a free will offering at the meeting.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
For the period January 1st  through May 31st  we budgeted to receive 44.5% ($108,992) of total pledge revenues 
($245,000) for 2019 and we have received 43.8% ($107,394). Thus, we were $1,598 under budget on pledge revenues for 
the period. We are grateful for your giving and hopeful that all who pledged will fulfill their pledge over the balance of 
the year. On the expense side for the same period our expense budget was for 45.6% ($194,208) of total expenses 
($426,112) for 2019 and our actual expenses were 46% ($194,943). The dollar variance being $735. Our budgeted deficit 
for the year is $99,630. For the five months ended May 31st the actual deficit was $49,523 vs a budget of $51,974. This 
positive difference of $2,451 is primarily due to the “Manna Project” to reduce our deficit. Through May 31st this has 
resulted in $2,870 in revenue from donations for events and $3,056 from specific donations to reduce the deficit. Please 
watch for future opportunities to support reducing our deficit through events and auctions. If you want, make a specific 
contribution to reduce the deficit write “Manna” in the memo section of your check and place it in the offering or mail it. 

Pledge Revenue and revenue from those who do not pledge always tends to slow down through the summer months as we 
enjoy time away from home and don’t always remember to send in our payments or catch up on the Sundays that we 
missed. This has a significant effect on our cash flow because unlike life slowing down a little during the summer St 
Matthew’s expenses continue at the same pace. Please keep up with your contributions during the summer.  If you do not 
attend services regularly, consider mailing your payments to the church.  Address your payment to St. Matthew’s, 300 S 
Main Street, Pennington; either enclose your pledge envelope in the mailing with the check or note “Pledge Payment” in 
the memo section of your check.  Although we do not accept electronic payments, many banks offer a service where they 
will mail a check for a predetermined amount at intervals that you designate to the church in payment of your pledge.   

If you have any questions about what you have given year to date or if you haven’t received a pledge statement please 
contact John Eckel, our Recording Clerk (n60aj@yahoo.com) 609-737-8591 and if you have questions about St. 
Matthew’s finances contact Kevin Margiatto, Treasurer (kmargiatto@withum.com) or Bruce Weise, Vestry 
Member/Finance Chair/Assistant Treasurer (finance@stmatthewspennington.org) 609-737-1064. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
That our mortgage will be paid in full on July 17th!  Annually the savings of not having a mortgage payment is 
$11,662.00. 

TASK VOLUNTEERS  
The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen always needs volunteers. Anyone interested in joining the St. Matthew’s effort at TASK 
should call Bob Holmes at (609) 730-8354 for more information and to sign up. 

ARM IN ARM 
The St. Matthew’s Pantry Team has been regularly working at this ministry the 3rd Monday and Thursday of the 
month. You can support Arm in Arm by bringing non-perishable food items to St. Matthew’s and dropping them off on 
the shelves across from Pam’s office. For more information or to volunteer please contact Carl Weber at 609-955- 0508. 



In addition to food items Arm in Arm needs personal hygiene items such as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, floss, etc. Thanks 
to all for your continued support! 

AMAZON 
AmazonSmile is a way for customers to support St Matthew’s every time they shop with Amazon. 
Shoppers who start at smile.amazon.com will find the same Amazon they know and use, with the added bonus that 
Amazon will donate a portion (0.5%) of the price of eligible purchases to the charity of your choice.  If you have an 
Amazon Prime account, your AmazonSmile account will automatically be Prime. 

Signing up is easy! 

Here's how to shop AmazonSmile: 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 
3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations, or search for the charity of your choice 
       Search "St Matthews Episcopal Church"  (enter it in the search exactly this way no . or ' ) 
4. Select your charity 
      You will find St Matthews Episcopal Church, Pennington NJ in the search drop down selections 
      Select our church as your designated charity 
      We will receive contributions from Amazon on eligible purchases at no extra cost to the consumer. 
5. Start shopping!   
6. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile 

PASTORAL CARE
At some point everyone experiences difficult times in their lives. If you, your family or friends are going through a 
challenging time and need support please reach out to the pastoral care team. There are several ways in which the team 
can help - these include prayer, visits, providing prepared meals and/or driving assistance. These services could help 
provide a temporary bridge over a tough time. Please contact the parish office at (609) 737-0985 to be put in touch with 
members of our pastoral care team –  Sally Barber, Linda Bucher, Sally Burkman, Richard Del Monaco, Ellie Driscoll, 
Lily Horsman, Sue Nelson, Alexa Udy, Linda Weber, Holly Weise or Rev. Ophelia Laughlin. 

PRAYER PARTNERS/PRAYER CHAIN 
Are you, a family member, or a friend in need of special prayer? Please call Pam Worthington at (609)737-0985 
(Ext. 1).  Your prayer request will be included in our weekly church bulletin. Or you can make use of our Prayer 
Partners or Prayer Chain. 

Prayer Partners: Confidential prayer time is offered by rotating Prayer Partner teams every Sunday in the 
Chapel, just before or after you receive Communion. Your requests are private, and although your concerns may 
seem overwhelming – no need or request is too big or too small. We pray for those in need and those celebrating 
answered prayers, so please feel welcome! (Coordinator is Ellie Driscoll) 
Prayer Chain: Prayers are offered for those who need immediate and confidential prayer, usually short-term. 
People in need call in, and word is spread through the prayer chain volunteers.  Please contact Sally Burkman at 
s_burkman13@msn.com



PRAYERS OF THE PARISH  

Emily & Kimberly (infectious disease)    
Julianna (toddler-healing) - Cheryl  
Barbara Beauliew – (rapid onset dementia) - Joan  
Doc (cancer) - friend of Kinnamons 
Reid – (bone infection) – friend of Tom Pearse-Drance                    
Rose A. – (health problems)                                     
Aldonna Ambler – (cancer) 
Mary Lou Nelson – (possible cancer)    
Emily Flanders 
Mark Kalinowski – (cancer) – friend of Nora  
Liam  
Shirley Swanson                                                   
Jeff Winegar                 
Ruby Clarke  

     Juanita Gibbs 

Alex (seizure disorder) – Godfrey’s
Steven Ferguson - Hill’s nephew 
The Ezzo Family – Denise 
Ann Scott (healing) – Joan Verplanck 
Emily – (acute lymphatic leukemia treatment) 
Jonnylee Gore – (healing) 

      Sara Cooper – (ALS) 
Hannah – (Stroke) – Deloy Godfrey  
Nita Watterson – (healing and recovery)   
Amanda Buchanan 
Bill Comiski                              

 John Cannon
Flo and Jim Cunningham 

     Jon Elliott 
Pam Inman 

To stay current, the office will remove names after 90 days, unless there has been a request for them to 
remain. Please understand that this policy is the best way for us to keep the prayers list current. 

Birthdays this week: Kate Coakley, Laura Eckel, Joey Huddy, Tea Linthorst, Christina Ludwig, Greg McLendon, 
Dabby Palmer, Kelly Rick, Bev Tucker and Morgan Upson. 

Anniversaries this Week: Tammy & Rickey Eng. 


