
St. Matthew’s Messenger 
June 2018 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, N.J. 08534 

To receive the monthly Messenger and other announcements please contact Pam at 
admin@stmatthewspennington.org or phone us at 609-737-0985. The Church is open for prayer and 
meditation during parish office hours (See below) 

OFFICE HOURS 

   Mon 9:30-3:30 
   Tue 9:30-2:30 
   Wed 9:30-3:30 
   Th 9:30-2:30 

     Fri  9:00-12:00 

June 17, 2018 

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Service times are at 8 and 9:30 AM for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist,  



UPCOMING EVENTS 
June 3  11:30am Sermon Reflection (Chapel) 

5pm Choral Evensong @ Trinity Princeton 
June 4  8:30am Lectionary Bible Study (Chapel) 

10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Classes (Belmont Hall) 

June 5  7pm Episcopal Essentials (Library) 
June 6  Fundraiser Battle Against Hunger – It’s Nutts 
June 10 Summer Service Times Starts 8 and 9:30am Holy Eucharist 
June 11 8:30am Lectionary Bible Study (Chapel) 

10:30am Healthy Bones 
June 12  7pm Episcopal Essentials (Library) 
June 17 Father’s Day 

11am Bake Sale 
June 18  8:30am Lectionary Bible Study (Chapel) 

10:30am Healthy Bones 
7:30 Vestry Meeting 

June 19 7pm Episcopal Essentials (Library) 
June 22 Articles for the Newsletter Due 
June 25 8:30am Lectionary Bible Study (Chapel) 

10:30am Healthy Bones 
June 26 7pm Episcopal Essentials (Library) 
June 28 10am Book Club 
June 29 Publication of the Newsletter 

LOOKING FOR LECTORS AND SUB-DEACONS 
St. Matthews is in need of parishioners to serve as lectors and sub-deacons, especially at the 8 a.m. 
service. Lectors read the First Lesson and the Prayers of the People; sub deacons read the Psalm and 
the Epistle and assist with Communion.  If you have any interest in participating in this important 
ministry, please contact Rev. Barbara Briggs at rector@StMatthewsPennington.org or Tom Bruhl at 
tbruhl@embarqmail.com. 

ALTAR GUILD
Altar Guild is looking for new members.  If you have an interest in being part of the group working 
"behind scenes" to prepare the Lord's Table for our worship services, please contact Elizabeth McGuire 
at 609-737-1776, elizabeth.davis.mcguire@gmail.com or Sue Nelson at 609-397-9021,  
sue.nelson929@gmail.com

ADULT CLASS: EPISCOPAL ESSENTIALS AND CHRISTIAN PRACTICES
for those who wish to deepen, renew or discover the richness of our 
Episcopal identity and Christian hope. Bring your curious friends. 
Tuesday evenings at 7:30PM. Email or call the office to register. OR, 
sign up online
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094eafa722a4fe3-episcopal



FUND RAISER FOR BATTLE AGAINST HUNGER……All you have to 
do is eat! 
If you are in the area of Washington Crossing/Titusville on Wednesday, June 6, 
please stop in at It's Nutts on Route 29 North, just North of the Washington 
Crossing intersection traffic light and grab some amazing food!  Through the 
efforts of one of our veteran riders the gracious owners of this establishment 
gave her the opportunity to host a Battle Against Hunger fundraising event. All 
you have to do is tell them that you are there to support BAH and 10% of your 
bill will be donated to our amazing group!!!  By the way...usually, they 
designate a time frame for these events but, for us, they are offering it ALL 
DAY!!!!!  Start with breakfast and come back for lunch and dinner! 

If you’ve never been there please try it to support Battle Against Hunger.  They pride themselves in 
serving their customers only the freshest food and best service for an affordable, family friendly price. 
Their ice cream is homemade.  http://www.itsnuttsrestaurant.com

St. Matthew’s was a founding sponsor of the Battle Against Hunger in 2003 and our parishioners have 
supported it’s mission with their time, treasure and talent every year since then. 

BOOK CLUB 
June 20 - The book club goes on the road!  The St. Matthew’s Book Club 
will travel to Pearl S. Buck’s home, in Perkasie, PA, for a tour followed by 
lunch and a docent-led book discussion of The Good Earth. This event is 
sold out. 
Though more than seventy years have passed since this remarkable  
novel won the Pulitzer Prize, it has retained its popularity and become  
one of the great modern classics. In The Good Earth Pearl S. Buck  
paints an indelible portrait of China in the 1920s, when the last emperor 
reigned and the vast political and social upheavals of the twentieth century 
were but distant rumblings. This classic story is must reading for those 
who would fully appreciate the sweeping changes that have occurred in the lives of the Chinese people 
during the last century.  

JUNE LADIES LUNCHEON  
Our June luncheon will be held on Wednesday, June 13th at 12:30 at 
June Crowther's house.  June lives at 36 Coryell St., Lambertville, 
NJ.  This will be a potluck luncheon, so bring a dish to share. 
Carpooling is recommended due to limited parking in the 
area.  Also, remember to bring a supply of quarters for the parking 
meters.  We may even find some bargains, since June is closing her 
antique business.  Come join the fun.  RSVP to June at 397 1359 or 
junesantiques@comcast.net.  

BAKE SALE  
Father's Day June 17th.



MUSIC MINISTRY (JUNE 2018) 
As the end of the 2017-18 choir program year comes to a close, I would like to extend a huge thank 
you to regular members of our choirs and also to the adults and children who blessed us with their 
instrumental music talents throughout the year. Their efforts enhance our collective worship 
experience beyond measure and for that I am grateful!  

Let’s take a look back some highlights from the Winter/Spring 2018 and look ahead to Choir 
Recognition Sunday and upcoming summer events. 

Wednesday Evening Compline Service (Winter 2018) 
This program year, we launched a monthly evening Compline service on the last Wednesday of each 
month. It is quiet and contemplative service in candlelight, led by singers chanting plainchant and 
singing other a cappella musical selections. 

Choral Evensong (Spring 2018) 
Members of our adult choir during warm-ups and rehearsal at Trinity Church, Princeton. They joined 
the adult choir from Trinity for our final Choral Evensong of the year.  

Choir Recognition Sunday 
June 3, 2018 @ 10am 
The choir program year concludes on this Sunday with a relatively new tradition called Choir 
Recognition Sunday, where we pause to recognize choristers’ RSCM Voice for Life curriculum 
progress and say thank you to all those who singers, ringers and instrumentalists who offer their time 
and musicianship to enhance the St. Matthew’s worship experience. The music for the morning is 
selected by all of our choirs. It has also become tradition to offer a musical setting of the RSCM 
Chorister’s Prayer, which says “Bless, O Lord, us Thy servants who minister in Thy temple. Grant that 
what we sing with our lips we may believe in our hearts, and what we believe in our hearts we may 
show forth in our lives. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
Voice for Life 
To support the choir trainer and to affirm the VOICE for LIFE levels achieved within the choir, the 
RSCM provides a complementary system of awards designed to be assessed through formal 
examination: The Bronze, Silver, and Gold awards. These awards affirm the VOICE for LIFE levels 
that have been awarded informally by the choir trainer. Light and Dark Blue levels prepare the 
chorister for the Bronze award, Red helps the candidate prepare for the Silver award, and Yellow helps 
the candidate prepare for the Gold award.  
           White-Light Blue-Dark Blue-BRONZE AWARD 

Red-SILVER AWARD 
Yellow-GOLD AWARD 



Examination for the formal awards is entirely at the option of the individual singer. Choristers may 
work through the VOICE for LIFE program and choose not to participate in the formal assessment for 
the Bronze, Silver, and Gold awards. A chorister must be a member of an RSCM America affiliated 
choir or an Individual member in order to be eligible for the exam. Each award has its own syllabus, 
complete with guidelines to help prepare the candidate and the choir trainer for the standard expected 
during the examination.  

Diocesan Choir Camp, Cape May, NJ July 15-19, 2018 
Choristers ages 10-18 gather in gorgeous Cape May for five days of making music, leading worship 
and making lifelong friends (and beach time too!). Services take place at the Episcopal Church of the 
Advent and campers and staff are housed at nearby Holiday House. 

Photo of the campers after the final service             Photo of campers leading and participating in  
with Bishop Chip Stokes.   nightly evening prayer. 

RSCMA King’s College Summer Training Course, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
July 23-29, 2018 
Nearly 200 choristers and esteemed staff and faculty from across the country and abroad descend on 
Wilkes-Barre and the greater Wyoming Valley Pennsylvania for a week of intense choral training, 
worship and fellowship. “Campers” live, eat and rehearse on the campus of King’s College and 
services are held at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral. Several of our adults are again attending this summer.  

Jim Douglas (music faculty/housemaster)              Photo of the nearly 200 singers and staff in the  
along with St. Matthew’s choir members Sandy     full choir singing during the final service at  
Larry Parker on the final day of camp.          St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. 



Photo of Jim Douglas and his house choir of middle and high school boys. 

Please know that new members are always welcome in each of our choirs, at any time of the year.  
Chorister Program 
-open to children in second grade and up) currently rehearse on Wednesday afternoons from 4-5pm 
and participate in the acclaimed Voice for Life choral curriculum 
Compline Choir/Adult Choir/Handbell Choir 
-open to adults (ages high school and up) who sing for Compline services rehearse Wednesday nights 
from 7:30-8pm and adults in our adult choir (ages high school and up) rehearse Wednesday nights 
from 8-9:30pm. Handbells (ages high school and up) rehearse every other Monday night 7-8:30pm. 
We would like to start a youth handbell choir (ages second grade through middle school).  
To learn more about our music ministry, or if you would like to try one of our choirs out, please do not 
hesitate to contact Director of Music Ministry Jim Douglas at music@stmatthewspennington.org or 
speak with him at coffee hour after a 10am service on a Sunday morning. More information may be 
found on the music ministry page on the church’s website, our Facebook presence 
(@stmatthewpenningtonmusic) or on the music bulletin board in the parish house (across from the 
bathrooms). 

Best wishes for a restful and fun summer! 
-Jim 

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
As you finalize your Summer plans and see that you may not be 
attending services as frequently as you normally do please 
remember that we are dependent on your regular giving or pledge 
payments for our cash flow. So to keep up and avoid falling 
behind your schedule consider mailing your check with your 
pledge envelope, if you have them, to 300 S. Main Street, 
Pennington, NJ 08534.  

As always if you have any questions about your pledge payments contact John Eckel, our Recording 
Clerk (n60aj@yahoo.com) 609-737-8591 and if you have questions about St. Matthew’s finances 
contact Kevin Margiatto, Treasurer (kmargiatto@withum.com) or Bruce Weise, Vestry 
Member/Finance Chair/Assistant Treasurer(finance@stmatthewspennington.org) 609-737-1064.  



GOOD SHEPHERD 
On Sunday May 6, St. Matthew's celebrated its two-year partnership with The Good Shepherd 

Academy, Bafut Cameroon. Christina Kales presented a commerative plaque to vestry members and 

Reverend Barbara to denote that St. Matthew's is now a part of the Good Shepherd Family.

Christina's ministry was inspired by a homily delivered by the Reverend Canon Elizabeth Geitz about 

hope for Cameroonian children orphaned by the AIDS crisis. "Imagining Tomorrow" spoke directly to 

Christina and she began to fundraise to make the dream of a coeducational boarding school a reality. 

Over the past two years, St. Matthew's parishioners have answered her call and raised more than 

$5,000. As a result, one room in the girl’s dormitory will be dedicated to the prayer and generosity of 

St. Matthew's, Pennington. 

The plaque now hangs in the narthex opposite the main doors. Take a moment to look and see Good 

Shepherd Academy students in full uniform singing God's praises. 

ARM IN ARM 
The St. Matthew’s Pantry Team has been regularly working the 3rd Monday and Thursday of the 
month. You can support Arm in Arm by bringing non-perishable food items to St. Matthew’s and 
dropping them off on the shelves across from Pam’s office. For more information or to volunteer 
please contact Carl Weber at 609-955-0508. 

AMAZON MAKES DONATION TO ST MATTHEW’S!
That’s right, from now on, every time you make a purchase on Amazon.com, Amazon donates 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible purchases to St Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, NJ.  It costs you 
nothing, but the Church gets a donation.  Here’s how you make that happen. 

When you want to shop on Amazon.com, add 1 word to the URL, and that word is “Smile.”  Instead of 
typing http://www.Amazon.com, type http://www.Smile.Amazon.com.  Everything is exactly the same 
when you arrive there—same products, same prices, same service.  In fact, if you are an Amazon 
Prime member, even that’s the same.  Everything’s the same EXCEPT—our church gets a 0.5% 
contribution based on the price you pay.  Wow!  Just think how much money St Matt’s will receive if 
all our parishioners just add the word “Smile.” 

There is something you have to do the first time you go to Smile.Amazon.com.  You have to let 
Amazon know who you are by logging into your account, or by creating one, and also who you want 
the 0.5% charitable contribution to go to. From now on, please start all your shopping at 
Smile.Amazon.com. 

HARLEM OPERA THEATER
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Ewing is sponsoring the Harlem Opera Theater soloist in concert at the 
1867 Sanctuary (the Old Stone Church on Scotch Rd.) to benefit the Diocese’s Jubilee ministries. The 
concert is Saturday, June 2, at 3:00pm. Tickets are $20.00 and available on the 1867 Sanctuary website 
or at the door. 

2018 SUNDAY MORNING NURSERY CARE  
If you and your children would like to listen to the service together, the chapel will be open for you 
until the beginning of communion.  (The prayer partners will gather there to pray with those who wish 
during and after communion). We welcome your feedback. 



2018 MONTHLY SERMON REFLECTION 
All are welcome to gather with the rector at 11:30 in the chapel, to deepen the themes of the sermon 
and to listen to what God is saying to us. We will meet on the following dates: 
June 3 
July 22 
August 19 
Sept 23 
Oct 14 
Nov 18 
Dec 9 

PASTORAL CARE
At some point everyone experiences difficult times in their lives. If you, your family or friends are 
going through a challenging time and need support please reach out to the pastoral care team. There are 
a number of ways in which the team can help - these include prayer, visits, providing prepared meals 
and/or driving assistance. These services could help provide a temporary bridge over a tough time. 
Please contact the parish office at (609) 737-0985 to be put in touch with Rev. Barbara Briggs or other 
members of our pastoral care team – The Rev. John Goerss, Sally Burkman, Linda Bucher, Lily 
Horsman, Dabby Palmer, Eleanor Pennington, Sally Barber or Anne Birkett. 

PRAYER CHAIN--If you are in need of prayers, or maybe a Special Thanksgiving, call the Prayer 
Chain. This quiet ministry at St. Matthew’s complimenting the bulletin listing and the Sunday Prayer 
Partners, is ready to offer immediate and confidential prayers for your intention.  If this is something 
you ever need, please contact The Rev. Barbara Briggs, (609) 737-0985, Pam Worthington (609) 737-
0985 or Sally Burkman at (609) 737-9495. 

St. Matthew’s Messenger in images? 
Our Newsletter is full of information about things to come. We would also like to include photos of 
things we have done together. Have you been involved in something exciting or meaningful through 
St. Matthew’s? Do you have photos of the event? If so, please submit to Pam a photo with a caption for 
inclusion in the Newsletter. Thank-you! 

RECTOR’S REFLECTION 

RECLAIMING THE “E” WORD FOR EPISCOPALIANS 
Episcopalians don’t like the word evangelism: for too long it has been associated with onerous job of 
convincing someone to believe in Jesus Christ, or with winning someone over to your way of thinking 
and believing, or with judging someone’s else’s faith to somehow be inadequate. Evangelism for 
Episcopalians is none of that. We are called instead to be a listener and a learner. Episcopal evangelists 
are not selling Jesus or the church, nor are we responsible for whether anyone follows Jesus. That’s the 
Holy Spirit’s job. When God’s love spills out of us, evangelism happens. When we engage in honest 
and open dialogue with each other and really listen to how God is showing up in someone else’s life, 
evangelism happens. One of the marks of faithful disciples is that they see what God is already up to in 
the neighborhood. They are not bringing God to the neighborhood. God is already there. 1

At Baptism, we make outrageous promises. We vow to seek and serve Christ in all persons; to respect 
the dignity of every human being and, get this: to proclaim by word and example the Good News of 
God in Christ. 

1 People of the Way, Dwight Zscheile 



Helping someone else come to recognize the Christ-presence within them begins with talking less and 
listening more. So, here is your Summer Challenge: Ask God to lead you to someone with whom 
you can share this question: “Tell me about God in your life.” Listen to his or her story. Start from 
wherever they are and simply share your spiritual experience with one another. It’s a wonderful 
conversation that we rarely, if ever, get to have in our daily lives, and the only way it will happen is if 
you invite someone to have it with you. If you can listen and be curious and interested in someone 
else’s God-experience, you can be an Episcopal evangelist. 

The power of gift 

God gave each of us gifts for building up the Body of Christ, God’s church. Paul writes in his first 
letter to the Corinthians, “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties 
of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
activates all of them in everyone.7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good.2

What about our money as our special gift? Some may argue that money is in a category all by itself, 
since it isn’t exactly a spiritual gift. However, money is one way we are rewarded for the work we do, 
and it is impossible to separate our spiritual selves from our work selves, or our family selves or our 
religious selves. We are each created whole, unique, gifted—each in our own way. The money we 
save, spend, and give away is what we have received in exchange for work done and gifts given. 
Money is good! We use it to accomplish meaningful life goals. And yet, money is not the goal itself.
After a certain point, a higher income will not bring more happiness or life satisfaction.  If it becomes 
the goal itself, then instead of us possessing money, money possesses us, and we find ourselves 
making decisions in order to maximize it. This has obvious negative consequences, most notably, the 
replacement of God with money whereby wealth3  becomes one’s ultimate concern.4

So, even though we are more comfortable keeping our money out of the picture and out of our 
conversations, money is intimately related to everything we are and do, including our spiritual selves. 
The spiritual life is about making choices and engaging in practices that draw us closer into the 
mystery of God’s love. How we choose to use our money matters much more to our well-being than 
how much money we have.5 How is the Holy Spirit nudging you to use one of your wonderful gifts: 
your money? 

2 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
3 No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’ Luke 16:13
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the 
faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 1 Timothy 6:10
4 Theologian Paul Tillich writes in Dynamics of Faith that Everyone has an ultimate concern, and this concern can be in an 
act of faith, "even if the act of faith includes the denial of God.” 
5 Jim Harter, PhD 
“One big purpose of money is to alleviate stress. If you're worried about having enough money to put food on the table or 
to pay for shelter for your family, lack of money can create a great deal of stress. If you can minimize your daily stress and 
worrying about money, that brings you greater well-being. After that, it appears that money is beneficial to your well-
being if you use it to buy experiences and to do things for other people, not if you just accumulate more material 
possessions.”—Tom Rath 


