
St. Matthew’s Messenger 
May 2018 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, N.J. 08534 

To receive the monthly Messenger and other announcements please contact Pam at 
admin@stmatthewspennington.org or phone us at 609-737-0985. The Church is open for prayer and 
meditation during parish office hours (See below) 

OFFICE HOURS 

   Mon 9:30-3:30 
   Tue 9:30-2:30 
   Wed 9:30-3:30 
   Th 9:30-2:30 

     Fri  9:00-12:00 

     Church Office will close on Monday, May 28th         Happy Mother’s Day

        Office will reopen on Tuesday, May 29th    May 13, 2018 

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Service times are at 8 and 10 AM for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist,  



UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 1  7pm Episcopal Essentials (Library) 
May 2     7:30am Holy Eucharist, (chapel) 

4pm Chorister Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
8pm Adult Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

May 4  Rummage Sale 
May 5  Rummage Sale 
May 6  Acolyte Spring Refresher after the 10am service  

11:30am Mission Trip 3rd Prep Meeting (Library) 
11:30am Sermon Reflection (Chapel) 
5pm Choral Evensong @ Trinity Princeton 

May 7  8:30am Lectionary Bible Study (Chapel) 
10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Classes (Belmont Hall) 

May 8  7pm Episcopal Essentials (Library) 
May 9  Ladies Luncheon 

4pm Chorister Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
8pm Adult Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

May 12 9:00-10:30am Altar Guild Meeting (Belmont Hall) 
May 13 Mother’s Day 

Bake Sale 
4:30 Confirmation Class (Library) 

May 14 8:30am Lectionary Bible Study (Chapel) 
10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Classes (Belmont Hall) 
7pm Last Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
7:30 Vestry Meeting 

May 15  7pm Episcopal Essentials (Library) 
May 16 4pm Chorister Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

8pm Adult Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
May 21  8:30am Lectionary Bible Study (Chapel) 

10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Classes (Belmont Hall) 

May 22 7pm Episcopal Essentials (Library) 
May 23 4pm Chorister Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

8pm Adult Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
May 24 10am Book Club 
May 25 Articles for the Newsletter Due 
May 27 5pm LOGOS 
May 28 Memorial Day 

8:30am Lectionary Bible Study (Chapel) 
10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Classes (Belmont Hall) 

May 29 Memorial Day 
7pm Episcopal Essentials (Library) 
Publication of the Newsletter 

May 30 4pm Chorister Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
8pm Adult Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 



LOOKING FOR LECTORS AND SUB-DEACONS 
St. Matthews is in need of parishioners to serve as lectors and sub-deacons, especially at the 8 a.m. 
service. Lectors read the First Lesson and the Prayers of the People; sub deacons read the Psalm and 
the Epistle and assist with Communion.  If you have any interest in participating in this important 
ministry, please contact Rev. Barbara Briggs at rector@StMatthewsPennington.org or Tom Bruhl at 
tbruhl@embarqmail.com. 

ALTAR GUILD
Altar Guild is looking for new members.  If you have an interest in being part of the group working 
"behind scenes" to prepare the Lord's Table for our worship services, please contact Elizabeth McGuire 
at 609-737-1776, elizabeth.davis.mcguire@gmail.com or Sue Nelson at 609-397-9021,  
sue.nelson929@gmail.com

Altar Guild Meeting on Saturday, May 12th from 9:00 - 10:30am in Belmont Hall.  The Altar Guild 
would love to have new members.  If you are interested in learning more about this "behind the scenes" 
group that prepares the Lord's Table for our services, please join us on Saturday or contact either 
Elizabeth McGuire at 609-477-2096 elizabeth.davis.mcguire@gmail.com or Sue Nelson at  
609-397-9021, sue.nelson929@gmail.com

ADULT CLASS: EPISCOPAL ESSENTIALS AND CHRISTIAN PRACTICES
for those who wish to deepen, renew or discover the richness of our 
Episcopal identity and Christian hope. Bring your curious friends. 
Tuesday evenings at 7:30PM. Email or call the office to register. OR, 
sign up online
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094eafa722a4fe3-episcopal

ACOLYTE SPRING REFRESHER 
As promised, we have set up a date for an acolyte spring refresher, 
which will also serve as a training for a group of new acolytes. 
(Speaking of, WELCOME to new acolytes Katie Kovacs, Noah 
Calhoun, Hannah Baxter, and Kat Compton!!). 

We’d like to bring everyone together for a brief session after the 
10:00am service on Sunday, May 6th. Please mark your calendars. 
Natalie and Naomi Kinnamon, “veterans” to acolyte serving, will 
be assisting us. Rev. Barbara will be present for part of the time as 
well. The refresher/training should not last too long – probably 

around 30 minutes. We’ll give the kids 10 minutes or so after the 10:00am service to have a treat 
during the coffee hour, but then we’ll meet in the church for the refresher/training. 
I’ll plan to send a reminder the week of this session as well. 



RUMMAGE SALE 

DECLUTTER AND LIVE SIMPLER 
(AND GET READY TO RUMMAGE)

St. Matts Spring Rummage Sale!

The idea of living a simplified, uncluttered life with less stuff sounds 
attractive to many. Consider the benefits of owning fewer 
possessions: less to clean, less debt, less to organize, less stress, more money and energy for the people 
in your life and your greatest passions.  Here are few tips that might help you along the way. 

• Take the 12-12-12 challenge:  Find 12 items to throw away, 12 items to donate and 12 items to return 
to their proper location.   

• Find an item a day:  Find one item a day to donate, recycle or throw away.  365 days later you have a 
lot less stuff lying around.     

• Use the Penicillin Method:  Start with one small area and completely declutter it.  From that point 
forward, let no clutter accumulate there.  Move on from location to location treating each as if they 
were inoculated with Penicillin so that no clutter can regrow in those areas.  

The St. Matthew’s Rummage Sale is the perfect place to donate your clutter that could be used 
productively by others.  Setup and collection begins April 29th.  Call or email Amanda Morrison if you 
have any questions or would like to volunteer.  609-468-3434 or amandamorrison2008@gmail.com

BOOK CLUB 

Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger
May 24 Thursday Library 10:00 am

“That was it. That was all of it. A grace so ordinary there was no reason at 
all to remember it. Yet I have never across the forty years since it was spoken 
forgotten a single word.” 
  Frank begins the summer preoccupied with the concerns of any teenage 
boy, buttragedy unexpectedly strikes his family. Told from Frank’s 
perspective forty years after that fateful summer, Ordinary Grace is a 

brilliantly moving account of a boy standing at the door of his young manhood, trying to understand a 
world that seems to be falling apart around him. It is an unforgettable novel about discovering the 
terrible price of wisdom and the enduring grace of God.

MAY LADIES LUNCHEON  
Our next luncheon will be held on Wednesday, May 9th at 
12:30.  Sandy Belmont will be the hostess and will be 
providing an entree.  Please bring a dish to share. Sandy's 
address is 8 Fairway Dr., Hopewell. To RSVP or if you 
need directions, contact Sandy at 466-1665 or 
Sandybelmont@gmail.com.  

BAKE SALE  
We have two more bake sales scheduled before summer.  They  
are on Mother's Day, May 13th and Father's Day June 17th. 



 KAIROS KORNER 

Our Kairos church school year will come to an end on Sunday, May 20th.  This will be the last 
Sunday of classes before Kairos takes a summer break. This will also be a day of appreciation for and 
celebration of our wonderful teachers and staff.  All grades will begin in their classrooms that morning 
and will then join the congregation for the media presentation and teacher recognition. Please join us in 
celebrating this ministry and the people who make it possible.   

Thank you to our 2017-2018 Kairos staff! 

Primary-Second Grade Teachers   Fifth/Sixth Grade Teachers 
Cindy Luciano – Lead  Gioia Miranda - Lead 
Lauren Bruhl  Dan Cooper 
Julia Drake  Joe McNeil 
Shannon Gribbins 

Naomi Kinnamon  Seventh/Eighth Grade Teachers
Natalie Kinnamon   Tim Cooper - Lead 
Gayl Martinez  Ti Pearse-Drance 
Brenda McNeil 

Third/Fourth Grade Teachers Kairos Director - Lori Cooper 
Ginny Buchanan – Lead Kairos Photographer - Mick Jones  
John Krisulewicz 
Kay Krisulewicz 
Sofia Stepanoff 

Deep appreciation for the work and dedication of Mick Jones. It is through his talent and his eyes that 
the joy and spirit of our children and our ministry is captured in photographs. His beautiful work will 
be seen in the end of the year media presentation on Sunday, May 20th at both the 8am and 10am 
services.  

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
For the period January 1 through March 31, 2018 we budgeted to receive 
31% of total pledge revenues for 2018 and we received 25.6%. On the 
expense side for the same period our expense budget was for 25.5% of total 
expenses for 2018 and our actual expenses were 24.5% Pledge statements 
were mailed in mid-April.  Please take a look at yours and if you have any 
questions contact John Eckel, our Recording Clerk (n60aj@yahoo.com) 609-
737-8591.  If you are behind in your payments at end of March 2018 please, 
try to catch up over the next three months.  Also remember if you weren’t 

able to complete your 2017 pledge it’s never too late! Write 2017 Pledge in the memo section of your 
check. 



DID YOU KNOW? 
• If you divided our 2018 budgeted expenses by 52 our weekly expenses are $7,286.00 
• We are very fortunate that many who have preceded us remembered St. Matthew’s in their will 

or estate planning. Their generosity gives us a certain level of sustainability in times of 
declining giving. Please consider you own Planned Giving for the future of St. Matthew’s.  See 
our website for more information and contact John Krisulewicz. 

If you have questions about St. Matthew’s finances contact Kevin Margiatto, Treasurer 
(kmargiatto@withum.com) or Bruce Weise, Vestry Member/Finance Chair/Assistant 
Treasurer(finance@stmatthewspennington.org) 609-737-1064.  

ARM IN ARM 
The St. Matthew’s Pantry Team has been regularly working the 3rd Monday and Thursday of the 
month. You can support Arm in Arm by bringing non-perishable food items to St. Matthew’s and 
dropping them off on the shelves across from Pam’s office. For more information or to volunteer 
please contact Carl Weber at 609-955-0508. 

AMAZON MAKES DONATION TO ST MATTHEW’S!
That’s right, from now on, every time you make a purchase on Amazon.com, Amazon donates 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible purchases to St Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, NJ.  It costs you 
nothing, but the Church gets a donation.  Here’s how you make that happen. 

When you want to shop on Amazon.com, add 1 word to the URL, and that word is “Smile.”  Instead of 
typing http://www.Amazon.com, type http://www.Smile.Amazon.com.  Everything is exactly the same 
when you arrive there—same products, same prices, same service.  In fact, if you are an Amazon 
Prime member, even that’s the same.  Everything’s the same EXCEPT—our church gets a 0.5% 
contribution based on the price you pay.  Wow!  Just think how much money St Matt’s will receive if 
all our parishioners just add the word “Smile.” 

There is something you have to do the first time you go to Smile.Amazon.com.  You have to let 
Amazon know who you are by logging into your account, or by creating one, and also who you want 
the 0.5% charitable contribution to go to. From now on, please start all your shopping at 
Smile.Amazon.com. 

2018 SUNDAY MORNING NURSERY CARE  
If you and your children would like to listen to the service together, the chapel will be open for you 
until the beginning of communion.  (The prayer partners will gather there to pray with those who wish 
during and after communion). We welcome your feedback. 

2018 MONTHLY SERMON REFLECTION 
All are welcome to gather with the rector at 11:30 in the chapel, to deepen the themes of the sermon 
and to listen to what God is saying to us. We will meet on the following dates: 
June 3 
July 22 
August 19 
Sept 23 
Oct 14 
Nov 18 
Dec 9 



PASTORAL CARE
At some point everyone experiences difficult times in their lives. If you, your family or friends are 
going through a challenging time and need support please reach out to the pastoral care team. There are 
a number of ways in which the team can help - these include prayer, visits, providing prepared meals 
and/or driving assistance. These services could help provide a temporary bridge over a tough time. 
Please contact the parish office at (609) 737-0985 to be put in touch with Rev. Barbara Briggs or other 
members of our pastoral care team – The Rev. John Goerss, Sally Burkman, Linda Bucher, Lily 
Horsman, Dabby Palmer, Eleanor Pennington, Sally Barber or Anne Birkett. 

PRAYER CHAIN--If you are in need of prayers, or maybe a Special Thanksgiving, call the Prayer 
Chain. This quiet ministry at St. Matthew’s complimenting the bulletin listing and the Sunday Prayer 
Partners, is ready to offer immediate and confidential prayers for your intention.  If this is something 
you ever need, please contact The Rev. Barbara Briggs, (609) 737-0985, Pam Worthington (609) 737-
0985 or Sally Burkman at (609) 737-9495. 

MUSIC MINISTRY
Looking ahead to Spring 2018…  

Music for Holy Week 2018 

Choral Evensong 
Sunday May 6 @ 5pm 
Trinity Church, Princeton 
Our adult choir will again combine with the adult choir of Trinity 
Church, Princeton for a service of Choral Evensong. The service will be 
held at Trinity and feature music of Hugh Blair and Edward Bairstow. 

Choir Sunday 
June 3 @ 10am 
The choir program year concludes on this Sunday with the music for the 
morning selected by our choirs. 

As we journey through Lent and the upcoming Easter season, please 
know that new members are always welcome in all of our choirs. Choristers (open to children in 
second grade and up) currently rehearse Wednesday afternoons from 4:15-5:15pm, adults (ages high 
school and up) who sing for Compline rehearse Wednesday nights from 7:30-8pm and adults in our 
adult choir (ages high school and up) rehearse Wednesday night’s 8-9:30pm. Handbells (ages high 
school and up) rehearse every other Monday night 7-8:30pm. To learn more about our music ministry, 
or if you would like to try one of our choirs out, please do not hesitate to contact Director of Music 
Ministry Jim Douglas at music@stmatthewspennington.org or speak with him at coffee hour after a 
10am service on a Sunday morning. More information may also be found on the music ministry page 
on the church’s website, our Facebook presence (@stmatthewpenningtonmusic) or on the music 
bulletin board in the parish house (across from the bathrooms). 

St. Matthew’s Messenger in images? 
Our Newsletter is full of information about things to come. We would also like to include photos of 
things we have done together. Have you been involved in something exciting or meaningful through 
St. Matthew’s? Do you have photos of the event? If so, please submit to Pam a photo with a caption for 
inclusion in the Newsletter. Thank-you! 



RECTOR’S REFLECTION 

Unlocking the growth1

We, as the church, have cut ourselves off from what God is doing outside the church. God is really 
active outside the four walls of the church building. What inviting someone to church does is connect 
us with God’s activity. God has already prepared some people for an invitation. They just may be 
afraid to come on their own. All they need is for someone to invite them. 

It’s all about invitation. Before you can welcome someone, you have to invite them. However, between 
80% to 95% of church members will not be doing any kind of inviting whatsoever. We discovered that 
if we could get a congregation to do inviting, growth started to come. Not only did people begin to 
accept the invitation, but growth happened in the lives of the congregational members. Anyone can do 
invitation. 

Why don’t people invite? Because of the fear that someone will say “no.” But they might say “yes!” 
Success isn’t about getting someone to come. Success is one person inviting one person, even when 
they say “no”. The “yes” or “no” of an invitation is God’s bit, not our bit. Our job is to simply offer an 
invitation. 

We need to encourage an inviting congregation, and celebrate stories of invitation. It’s about 
faithfulness, not about success in getting someone to come. Members of the early church kept on 
inviting despite persecution and rejection. And the church grew because they kept on sharing what they 
had with others. 

Why don’t we invite others to church? Fear. We are absolutely scared to death. We have fear as a life-
style. Many of us make decisions out of fear, often unconsciously, without knowing that we are 
making a decision out of fear. 

We need to put our faith where our fear is. We need to move what we believe into where the fear 
happens. It’s God who gives the growth. Our enemy is fear. We’re scared of doing something in every 
aspect of our life. It’s not just about invitation. A great indicator that God is speaking to us is fear. We 
turn God’s words into fear. Fear is our reaction to God’s encouraging us to grow. It is also an indicator 
that we are refusing to grow. 

If we think we don’t have anyone to invite, all we have to do is ask God, and see what God does. 
Maybe a name will pop into our minds. Our God is actually with us, prompting us all the time. 

Six characteristics of growing Episcopal congregations—wisdom from Kirk Hadaway’s research 

1. Growing churches have a God-inspired mission and a clear purpose, such as making a 
difference in the neighborhood. 

2. Children are involved and a visible part of the mission. 
3. An excellent Sunday school with lot’s of exposure to the big narratives of Scripture, along with 

teaching about how to forgive, pray, tithe and serve helps to grow churches. “Churches without 
noisy, learning children are preparing for the grave.” 

4. Learning isn’t just for children. Growing churches engage members and seekers in learning 
about Christ and the Scriptures on an ongoing basis. 

1 https://vimeo.com/61114128 Michael Harvey 



5. They have a clear plan for how they will reach, welcome and follow-up with guests. They 
invite their friends to church. They invite guests to coffee hour, connect them with others and 
follow up with them in the week following with calls, email and notes. 

6. They try adding a different service for a season to see what works. The willingness to try and 
fail is essential to grow. Use drums!  

CONCLUSION 
“If you want your church to grow, here is a six-pack of growing church characteristics backed up 
by data. Define how you do Kingdom work and focus on it. Buy the drums, put the kids up front 
often. Teach children and adults as if their lives depend on it, and welcome people and worship 
God in multiple ways. And, yes, use Facebook.”2

2 https://livingchurch.org/covenant/2015/04/15/6-characteristics-of-growing-churches/ 


