
St. Matthew’s Messenger 
September 2018 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, N.J. 08534 

To receive the monthly Messenger and other announcements please contact Pam at 
admin@stmatthewspennington.org or phone us at 609-737-0985. The Church is open for prayer and 
meditation during parish office hours (See below) 

OFFICE HOURS 

   Mon 9:30-3:30 
   Tue 9:30-2:30 
   Wed 9:30-3:30 
   Th 9:30-2:30 

     Fri  9:00-12:00 

Church Office will close on Monday, September 3rd 

Office will reopen on Tuesday, September 4th

PARISH REMINDER STARTING SEPTEMBER 9TH 

Service times are 8 and 10am for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist 



UPCOMING EVENTS  

September 3  Labor Day 
September 9  Welcome Back Coffee Hour & Ministry Fair 

Blessings of the Backpacks 
September 10  10:30am Healthy Bones 
                                    4:30pm Tai Chi Class 
September 11  9:30am Bible Study 
September 12            4:00pm Chorister Rehearsal   
September 16  8am Holy Eucharist 

                        9:30am Holy Eucharist 
First Day of Kairos 

September 17  10:30am Healthy Bones 
4:30pm Tai Chi Class 
7:00pm Adult Handbell 
7:30pm Vestry Meeting 

September 21  Articles for the Newsletter Due 
September 18  9:30am Bible Study 
September 19            4:00pm Chorister Rehearsal   

            8:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 
12:30pm Ladies Luncheon 

September 20  10am Book Club 
September 21  8:00pm Fall Jazz Concert 
September 23  5:00pm LOGOS 
September 24  10:30am Healthy Bones 

4:30pm Tai Chi Class 
September 25  9:30am Bible Study 
September 26            4:00pm Chorister Rehearsal 

8:00pm Evening Compline   
            8:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 

September 28  Publication of the Newsletter 
September 30  4:30pm Confirmation 

ALTAR GUILD
Altar Guild is looking for new members.  If you have an interest in being part of the group working 
"behind scenes" to prepare the Lord's Table for our worship services, please contact Elizabeth McGuire 
at 609-737-1776, elizabeth.davis.mcguire@gmail.com or Sue Nelson at 609-397-9021,  
sue.nelson929@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR LECTORS AND SUB-DEACONS 
St. Matthews is in need of parishioners to serve as lectors and sub-deacons, especially at the 8 a.m. 
service. Lectors read the First Lesson and the Prayers of the People; sub deacons read the Psalm and 
the Epistle and assist with Communion.  If you have any interest in participating in this important 
ministry, please contact Tom Bruhl at tbruhl@embarqmail.com. 



KAIROS NEWS!  
It’s back to school time, and we are excited to be planning for a new year of Kairos for our Pre-K 
through 8th grade students! Families can currently register online or in person at the September 9th

Ministry Fair. We have a wonderful group of teachers preparing to teach the children, but we could use 
a few more adults and teenagers to be teachers and assistants (“shepherds”).  Please consider offering 
your time and gifts to our youngest parishioners a few Sundays a month.  It is a very rewarding 
experience!  

Upcoming dates: 
September 9th – Teacher Commissioning and Blessing of the Backpacks during 
the 10:00 AM service (students bring backpacks and receive a blessing and a goody 
bag to start the school year) 

Ministry Fair after the service (in person registration is available) 
September 16th – First day of Kairos classes, beginning at 9:45 AM!  

Please e-mail Cheryl Watterson, Interim Director of Children’s Ministries, with any 
questions and for access to the online registration link at 
kairos@StMatthewsPennington.org

ST. MATTHEW’S WELCOME BACK COFFEE HOUR & MINISTRY FAIR 
On Sunday, September 9th, the Hospitality Committee will host a festive 
“Welcome Back Coffee Hour” and Ministry Fair in Belmont Hall, immediately 
following the 10am service. A nice meet and greet opportunity for parishioners 
after the summer months, and opportunities to learn more about getting involved at 
St. Matthew’s.  There are so many wonderful opportunities to choose from, 
serving within and beyond our parish walls!  Please join us, say hello to friends 
and “browse.”  

Families will have the opportunity to greet our new Interim Director of Children’s 
and Families, Cheryl Watterson, and to register for the Kairos Sunday school program if they have not 
done so already, online or in person.   

Do you serve on a parish committee or ministry group that would like to be represented at the Ministry 
Fair?  Maybe you staff a table at the Christmas Bazaar and would like to find more “elves”?  Want to 
start a new ministry or group at St. Matthew’s?  All are welcome and encouraged.  We’d be happy to 
save you a spot at a table where you may share information about your group or ministry, to provide 
handouts, to sign people up to join your committee, etc.  To reserve a spot in Belmont hall, and for any 
questions and concerns, please reach out to Debbie Linthorst at dlinthorst@comcast.net. 

Please note: 9/9 is the first Sunday that services revert to the 8am and 10am schedule and are 
held back in the sanctuary. 

SEPTEMBER LADIES LUNCHEON    
The first Ladies Luncheon of the Fall will be held on Wednesday, 
September 19th. Our hostess will be Barbara Von Oehsen and she 
will provide ham and rolls. Bring an appetizer, salad, drink or 
dessert. We will meet at 12:30 at 238 South Main Street, 
Pennington.   Please RSVP acceptances to bvono@aol.com or call 
609-737-0002. 



BOOK CLUB 
September 20 10:00 am in the library Washington’s Crossing David Hackett 
Fischer Pulitzer Prize (9 copies at MCL) This is a riveting and beautifully 
written book.  You won’t ever pass a historical marker in Mercer County again 
without acknowledging it. Six months after the Declaration of Independence, 
America was nearly defeated. Then on Christmas night, George Washington 
led his men across the Delaware River to destroy the Hessians at Trenton. A 
week later Americans held off a counterattack, and in a brilliant tactical move, 
Washington crept behind the British army to win another victory. The 
momentum had reversed. For those who always want more, in addition to 
reading Washington Crossing for our Sept meeting, Larry Kidder ‘s 
Crossroads of the Revolution tells all about Trenton at that time. It’s well 
researched and highly detailed, and just published… 

JAZZ & JUBILATION CONCERT 
The Jazz & Jubilation concert Friday night September 21st in Belmont Hall 
featuring the BLUE SKIES QUARTET with Jerry Rife. Doors open at 7:30 
concert at 8:00. Tickets are $15.00 if purchased in advance, $18.00 at the door. 

For more information contact Bob Thick at (609) 306-8743 

RUMMAGE SALE 

DECLUTTER AND LIVE SIMPLER
(AND GET READY TO RUMMAGE!!!)

The idea of living a simplified, uncluttered life with less stuff sounds attractive to many. Consider the 
benefits of owning fewer possessions: less to clean, less debt, less to organize, less stress, more money 
and energy for the people in your life and your greatest passions.  Here are few tips that might help you 
along the way.  

·         Take the 12-12-12 challenge:  Find 12 items to throw away, 12 items to donate and 12 items to 
return to their proper location.   
·         Find an item a day:  Find one item a day to donate, recycle or throw away.  365 days later you 
have a lot less stuff lying around.   
·         Use the Penicillin Method:  Start with one small area and completely declutter it.  From that 
point forward, let no clutter accumulate there.  Move on from location to location treating each as if 
they were inoculated with Penicillin so that no clutter can regrow in those areas. 

The St. Matthew’s Rummage Sale is the perfect place to donate your clutter that could be used 
productively by others.  Setup and collection begins September 30th.  Call or email Amanda Morrison 
if you have any questions or would like to volunteer.  609-468-3434 or 
amandamorrison2008@gmail.com. 



ARM IN ARM 
The St. Matthew’s Pantry Team has been regularly working the 3rd Monday and Thursday of the 
month. You can support Arm in Arm by bringing non-perishable food items to St. Matthew’s and 
dropping them off on the shelves across from Pam’s office. For more information or to volunteer 
please contact Carl Weber at 609-955-0508. 

AMAZON MAKES DONATION TO ST MATTHEW’S!
That’s right, from now on, every time you make a purchase on Amazon.com, Amazon donates 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible purchases to St Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Pennington, NJ.  It costs you 
nothing, but the Church gets a donation.  Here’s how you make that happen. 
When you want to shop on Amazon.com, add 1 word to the URL, and that word is “Smile.”  Instead of 
typing http://www.Amazon.com, type http://www.Smile.Amazon.com.  Everything is exactly the same 
when you arrive there—same products, same prices, same service.  In fact, if you are an Amazon 
Prime member, even that’s the same.  Everything’s the same EXCEPT—our church gets a 0.5% 
contribution based on the price you pay.  Wow!  Just think how much money St Matt’s will receive if 
all our parishioners just add the word “Smile.” 

There is something you have to do the first time you go to Smile.Amazon.com.  You have to let 
Amazon know who you are by logging into your account, or by creating one, and also who you want 
the 0.5% charitable contribution to go to. From now on, please start all your shopping at 
Smile.Amazon.com. 

2018 SUNDAY MORNING NURSERY CARE  
If you and your children would like to listen to the service together, the chapel will be open for you 
until the beginning of communion.  (The prayer partners will gather there to pray with those who wish 
during and after communion). We welcome your feedback. 

PRAYER CHAIN--If you are in need of prayers, or maybe a Special Thanksgiving, call the Prayer 
Chain. This quiet ministry at St. Matthew’s complimenting the bulletin listing and the Sunday Prayer 
Partners, is ready to offer immediate and confidential prayers for your intention.  If this is something 
you ever need, please contact Pam Worthington (609) 737-0985 or Sally Burkman at (609) 737-9495. 

PASTORAL CARE
At some point everyone experiences difficult times in their lives. If you, your family or friends are 
going through a challenging time and need support please reach out to the pastoral care team. There are 
a number of ways in which the team can help - these include prayer, visits, providing prepared meals 
and/or driving assistance. These services could help provide a temporary bridge over a tough time. 
Please contact the parish office at (609) 737-0985 to be put in touch with members of our pastoral care 
team – The Rev. John Goerss, Sally Burkman, Linda Bucher, Lily Horsman, Dabby Palmer, Eleanor 
Pennington, Sally Barber or Anne Birkett. 

St. Matthew’s Messenger in images? 
Our Newsletter is full of information about things to come. We would also like to include photos of 
things we have done together. Have you been involved in something exciting or meaningful through 
St. Matthew’s? Do you have photos of the event? If so, please submit to Pam a photo with a caption for 
inclusion in the Newsletter. Thank-you! 


